
And we want you all to know about them! Look inside for a full 
spread of articles and photos of current happenings at all of our 
district schools. New programs... great ideas... valued traditions... 
It’s never been a better time to be a Marion student (or alum!)

FALL 2012

The heat didn’t keep our alum, 
community supports or business 
partners away on June 28 when 
temps reached 100 degrees 
before the noon shotgun start. 
The Marion Foundation’s 10th 
Annual Golf Classic hosted 92 
golfers at Gardner Golf Course in 
Marion. More than 50 companies 
sponsored holes, flag events and 
donated awesome prizes. In all, 
some 45 prizes were handed out 
during the course of the event. Some of those prizes were awarded 
in the four flights of winning foursomes. All left with a sense 
of accomplishment, a full tummy and the knowledge that they 
supported the worthwhile cause of education.

Proceeds from 
the annual golf 
outing benefit 
the students 
and faculty 
of the Marion 
Independent 
School District; 
by way of 
scholarships, 
classroom projects 
that support 
technology, literacy, athletics/fitness, the arts and more. The 
Foundation is grateful for the efforts of this year’s Golf Classic 
committee: Mike Benkusky, Mike Cannoy, Matt Grundy, Vaughn 
Klopfenstein, JD Schlotteback and David Messerli. For additional 
golf wrap up details, list of sponsors, photos and more about the 
Marion Foundation, visit www.marion-foundation.org. 

Mark your calendars for the 2013 Golf Classic –  
Thursday, June 27, at Hunters Ridge Golf Course.

Annual Golf Classic
Always a Big Hit

(left) Championship 
2012 team: 
Matt Grundy ’84,  
JD Schlotterback ’86, 
Lee Larson ’78 & 
Mike Benkusky ’83.

(below) 2nd flight 
winners – Weapons 
of Grass Destruction 
(Class of 1982):
Jeff Anderson,  
Dan Dixon, Roger 
Gruwell, & Jay Moser

Great Things Happen at 

MARION!

Make plans now to attend our 
7th Annual Fundraising Event

Join us for an evening of delicious gourmet hors 
d’oeuvres, live jazz, silent auction, games and door 
prizes. Recipients of the MISD Leader Awards for 
outstanding district teachers will also be honored.

Our lead sponsor this year is Philip’s Diamond Center 
and Design Shop. Join in a game of “Plinko” for 
a chance to win some fabulous prizes. Additional 
sponsorships are still available. For details, contact the 
Foundation office at (319) 377-4691 x1110.

Friday, February 22, 2013  ~  6-9 p.m.
Lowe Park Arts and Environment Center
$50 per couple ~ RSVP by February 13 



The Mission of the Foundation is 
to maintain, develop, increase, and 
extend the facilities of the Marion

Independent School District, and to 
provide broader educational service
opportunities to its students, staff, 
faculty, and the residents of the

geographical area which it serves.

Marion Alum Reveals Life 
of “Other” Reed Brother
While researching something totally unrelated, 
William Ray, MHS 1961, uncovered details of 
the life of an unsung hero. 

We all know about WWII 
hero, William “Bill” Reed 
(MHS ’35) who was killed 
in 1944 when his plane 
was shot down over China 
by the Japanese. Bill was a 
member of the prestigious 
“Flying Tigers” and the most 
decorated pilot in the China-
Burma-India Theater during 
World War II.

According to Ray’s 
research, Kenneth Reed 
(MHS ’30), Bill’s older 
brother was a patriot 
in his own right. Ray’s 
goal has been to “restore 
Kenneth Reed’s legacy 
of brave citizenship 
to his family and the 
community.” Read Ray’s 

account in the Wapsipinicon Almanac, Number 
19; set to appear on local stands (and the 
Foundation office) around Thanksgiving. 
The Wapsipinicon Almanac is a literary journal 
published and printed annually by Timothy 
Fay out of Anamosa, IA. 

Foundation Annual Meeting - In August, 
the Marion Foundation held its 2012 annual 
meeting at Freund-Vector Corporation. This 
Marion-based international equipment and 
processing company is led by Steve Jensen, 
MHS ’72, president and COO, and Steve Kray, 
MHS ’71, marketing manager. Thank you to all 
at Vector for their presentation and tour of this 
growing business.

Thank You Diane - Long-
time trustee and school board 
representative, Diane Bys, has 
retired from the Foundation 
Board after eight years of 
diligent and passionate 
service. Diane will certainly 
be missed. We wish her well.

Correction - Recently elected trustee, 
Stephen Godar is a member of the MHS class 
of 1979. He was incorrectly listed with a 
different class in our last newsletter.

Corporate Sponsor

Board of Directors
Gregory Hapgood, President
Greg Van Gorp ’77, Vice President
Nancy Hatch Wittstruck ’92, Secretary
Sheryl Campbell Morgan ’75, Treasurer
Jill Wilson Ackerman ’94
Gary Albaugh ’74
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Mike Cira ’58
Cody Crawford
Stephen Godar ’79
Donald Hoskins ’63
Victor Klopfenstein
Boyd Potter ’71
Bonnie Raasch
Debby Gagliardi Roth ’78
John Vernon ’47
Doreen French Zumwalt ’82
Sarah Pinion, Superintendent
Dr. Greg Thomas, Asst. Superintendent
David Law, Ad Hoc

Foundation Staff
LaNisha Cassell, Executive Director
   lcassell@marion-isd.org
Nancy Thornton, Assistant Director
   nthornton@marion-isd.org

Published semi-annually by
Marion Independent School  
Foundation & Alumni Association
777 South 15th Street
Marion, Iowa 52302
(319) 377-4691 x1110
Fax: (319) 377-4692
www.marion-foundation.org

Office Hours: 
Monday thru Thursday 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Please call for an appointment

2012 Foundation 
Scholarship Recipients
Kelly Grishaber Memorial Scholarship
Jenna Salzbrenner (Univ. of Northern Iowa)

Michael McGrew Memorial Scholarship
Alyssa Jones (Univ. of Northern Iowa) 

Marion Foundation Hall of Fame Scholarship
Bailey Bacon (Univ. of Northern Iowa)

Meghan Halvoron (Univ. of Northern Iowa)

Justin Turner Memorial Scholarship
Emily Roberts (Coe College) 

Todd Little Memorial Scholarship
Ashlin Korf (Central College) 

Lowell Morgan Service and Character Award
Colin Peters (Iowa State Univ.)

Jay White Memorial Scholarship
Sarah Keeton (St. Ambrose College) 
Spencer Henessee (Coe College)

Michael Olson Athletic Scholarship
Jacob McDonald (Coe College) 

John Scarborough Miller Memorial Scholarship 
Boudicca Fisher (Iowa Wesleyan College)

Michelle Fluckiger Niles Memorial Scholarship
Rachel Davis (Kirkwood Community College)

Kelsey Wienke (Loras College)

Ratliff-Ames Memorial Scholarship
Jared Huhndorf (Univ. of Iowa)

Brandi Burnell (Mt. Mercy Univ.)

Hannah Miller (Univ. of Missouri, St. Louis)

Spencer Henessee (Coe College)

Conklin Soccer Scholarship
Ciera Rodriguez (Coe College)

Ken Reed from 
1930 Quill

Leadership In Action
The Leadership in Action program is presented 
by the Marion Chamber of Commerce as a 
professional development series designed for 
community business 
members who want 
to strengthen their 
leadership skills 
and put them to use in the community. With 
a mix of local business, education, non-profit, 
government, and corporate representation, this 
class of 2013 will engage in sessions ranging 
from conflict resolution and government 
affairs to education and project planning. 
Marion Foundation executive director, 
LaNisha Cassell and MISD activities director, 
Corby Laube are participants this year. MHS 
student participants are Will Byers and Haley 
Clifton. For additional information and a full 
list of 2012-13 participants, visit the Marion 
Chamber of Commerce at www.marioncc.org. 
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FSB Annual Gift
Each year, Farmers State Bank (FSB) 
contributes a substantial gift to the Marion 
Foundation in support of the mutual mission 
to provide educational enhancement 
opportunities for students throughout the 
Marion Independent School District. In 
September, FSB President, Doug Neighbor 
presented the Marion Foundation with a gift 
of $6,000 for the 2012-2013 school year. 
Since 2000, Farmers State Bank has given 
more than $100,000 to a variety of District 
initiatives.

Thank You!

Pearson recently contributed $3,000 to 
the Marion Foundation and its educational 
enhancement mission. Pearson has been 
giving locally for several years. “As a member 
of the education system, we [Pearson], want 
to help each student learn at his or her own 
pace, make programs that are easier for 
teachers and more engaging for students,” 
wrote Anne Parmley, Pearson’s President, 
National Services, in her August 2012 letter. 

A leader in education services, Pearson 
is serious about evolving how the world 
learns. They apply their deep education 
experience and research, invest in innovative 
technologies, and promote collaboration 
throughout the education ecosystem. Real 
change is their commitment and its results 
are delivered through connecting capabilities 
to create actionable, scalable solutions 
that improve access, affordability, and 
achievement. For more information, visit  
www.pearsoned.com.

(l. to r.) Doug Neighbor, FSB president; LaNisha 
Cassell, Marion Foundation director; Sarah Pinion, 

MISD superintendent; Seve Godar, FSB vice president 
information services and Foundation trustee. 

At the Marion Foundation, 
the 2012 Swamp Fox Festival 
parade theme of “Expanding 
Our Vision” evoked thoughts 
of the District’s extraordinary 
leadership team – Sarah 
Pinion, Greg Thomas, Greg 
Semler, Phil Cochran, Mike 
Murphy, Karen Asa, Cheryl 
Toppin and Tom Ertz. These  
amazing principals and 
administrators lead with bold 
plans, a passion for their work 
and strong character! 

The Marion Foundation is 
proud to partner with the 
District in a variety of projects 
and initiatives that empower 
our students, teachers and the 
community. 

While the Swamp Fox Festival 
paid homage to the visionary 
strength of the City, Marion 
alum showed their school spirit by taking part in the parade, activities around town and 
alumni reunions. The classes of 1962 and 1957 celebrated milestone reunions over the 
festival weekend. At least eight other classes celebrated their reunions during the summer; 
continuing to showcase their love of all things Marion! 

Leadership and School Pride 
Featured at Swamp Fox Festival

Special thanks to Cedar Rapids 
Corvette Club members who are the 
“driving force” of the Foundation 
parade entry each year.

Marion High School class of 1957 – 
55 year class reunion.

Pinion’s Perspective
Sarah Pinion, Superintendent

The Marion Independent 
School District has so 
much for which to be 
proud. Please consider 
the following facts 

that demonstrate our commitment to 
educational success:

•	Enrollment	has	increased	by	more	than	
25% since 2000.

•	13	buses	transported	students	more	than	
102,773 miles last school year.

•	Graduation	and	attendance	rates	are	96%.

•	251,422	meals	were	served	last	year.

•	The	student	to	computer	ratio	is	1:4.

•	The	139	students	in		the	class	of	2012	
graduated with 1,200 college credits.

•	88.7%	of	the	graduating	class	of	2012	
taking the ACT scored a 20 or better.

•	The	Marion	Home	School	Assistance	
Program (MHSAP) serves 847 students 
and is the largest in Iowa.

•	MHS	was	awarded	the	Bronze	Medal	
(based on student performance/student 
averages) for 2010 and 2012 by the U.S. 
News and World Report. 

The Marion Home School Assistance 
program provides support and assistance 
to families who have determined teaching 
their own children is the best approach. 
These students also have access to 
offerings in the regular school buildings. 
This is a wonderful model of parents and 
school being total partners in meeting the 
unique needs and interests of each child.

Marion students also have a variety 
of options for taking classes through 
Kirkwood Community College. Our goal 
is to prepare students for careers, college 
or technical training by helping them 
learn, develop skills, explore interest areas 
and set future goals.

The District’s dedicated and caring staff are 
fortunate to have the Marion Foundation 
as a valuable resource. MISD and The 
Foundation demonstrate that working 
together accomplishes great things.  
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Just one year ago, the Marion Athletic Booster Club teamed up with the Marion 
Foundation to establish an Athletic Facility Enhancement Fund. In August, Booster Club 
president, Mike Cannoy, presented the Marion Foundation a check for $25,000, bringing 
the total fund balance to more than $35,800. “The ultimate goal,” says Cannoy, “is to raise  
$5.5 million towards much needed upgrades and renovations at the football field/track 
complex and the Les Hipple Athletic Complex [baseball field, softball diamonds, tennis 
courts and soccer field.] The Marion Athletic Booster Club is excited and eager to take a 
lead role in securing this funding.”

The Booster Club raised more than $10,700 in two days this past summer through a 
program called Drive One 4Ur School. For each participant who test drove a new vehicle, 
Zimmerman Ford (and Ford Motor Company) contributed $20 to the Booster Club. The 
Booster Club plans to follow up these successful fundraising initiatives with a new direct 
mail campaign which will kick off soon. 

To learn more, contact Mike Cannoy at (319) 551-7378 or email mcannoy11@gmailcom. 
You may also contact the Marion Foundation office for additional details. To contribute to 
the Athletic Facility Enhancement Fund, please make your check payable to the Marion 
Foundation with the memo “MHS Athletic Facilities Enhancement.” Remember, your 
company might also match your tax deductible donation.

Marion Athletic Facility 
Enhancement Fund

District Halls of Fame 
Now Available Online

The Marion Independent School District 
Athletic and Performing Arts Halls of 
Fame are now available online. Visit 
the Foundation website (www.Marion-
Foundation.org) and find the links under 
About > The District.

The Athletics Hall of Fame began in 2001. 
Inductions for 2012 (pictured above) were 
made at the Marion Homecoming football 
game on October 5.

The Performing Arts Hall of Fame began 
in 2008 and makes its inductions at the 
annual high school spring music concert.

In the near future, bios and photos will 
be added for all inductees. Dan Kellams 
’59 and Steve Roth ’74, Marion graduates, 
athletes and history lovers, have committed 
to providing biographical sketches to 
complete the online information. 

Speaking of Dan 
Kellams, the 2nd edition 
of his acclaimed book, 
A Coach’s Life: Les Hipple 
and the Marion Indians, 
is available at the 
Foundation office 
and online.

Preliminary rendering 
provided by Shive-
Hattery, Inc. of proposed 
renovations at the Marion 
football field and track.

We’ve Got Spirit... 
How About You?

Show them 
just how much 
you love them! 
Attach one of 
these durable 
and eye-
pleasing Marion 
Indians car flags 

to your vehicle window as you attend a variety 
of Marion events throughout the year. Available 
for just $15 at Cotton Gallery on Seventh, the 
Foundation office and some home games. 

Go Indians!

An additional (but still limited) supply 
of authentic bricks from the old MHS/
VMS building are now available in the 
Foundation office.

The bricks are a 
wonderful keepsake, 
and they have been 
making excellent gifts 
since they were made 
available last December. 
Doris (Eckhart) 
Schwendemann, MHS 
’55 was so thoroughly “impressed with 
the quality and elegance of the brick” she 
received as a Christmas gift last year that 
she just had to reciprocate the gesture. 

A brick, with certificate of authenticity, 
can be yours with your contribution to the 
Foundation of $50 or more. The bricks 

have been enhanced 
with a gold plate 
engraved with the 
image of the original 
building. Shipping 
is just $12 per 
brick (may include 
a brief note upon 
request). If your gift 

exceeds $200, we will ship your brick at no 
additional cost. 

Reserve yours today!

Old MHS/VMS Bricks Make Great Gift
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Corridor Business 
Journal Recognizes 
Foundation Director

Marion Foundation 
executive director, 
LaNisha Cassell has 
been recognized by 
the Corridor Business 
Journal (CBJ) as 
an honoree for its 
prestigious 40 Under 

40 award this year. Forty of the corridor’s 
leaders under the age of forty are being 
recognized for making a significant impact 
on their organization, community, or both 
early in their careers. This is the eighth 
year the awards have been presented to the 
Cedar Rapids/Iowa City Corridor. Look for 
the list of honorees in the CBJ October 22 
issue or visit www.corridorbusiness.com.

The MHS Autism Program demonstrates 
why no one should underestimate persons 
with autism. Led by teacher, Annie 
Bradford, this unique program works 
to provide life skills training, academic 
and social skill building, and positive 
recreational experiences in our community. 
“Ultimately we are focused on improving 
the quality of life for students with autism,” 
adds Bradford.

Each day for these special students is filling 
with purposeful, activities and confidence 
builders. One such activity is working at 
The Daily Grind. This unique coffee shop 
is operated right inside the high school 
by the MHS autistic students. There is 
a regular menu of gourmet coffees, plus 
weekly specials and customer prizes. 

In addition to The Daily Grind, students 
also take swimming lessons, participate in 
classroom crafts, dine out and go to camps. 

In May, Bradford was invited to 
make a presentation about the MHS 
Autism Program to a local charitable 
organization called 100+ Ladies for a 
Cause (www.100plusladiescr.com). Her 
presentation earned the program more 
than $1,000 which she and the kids are 
putting to good use!

To learn more about the MHS Autism 
program or The Daily Grind, contact 
Annie Bradford at abradford@
marion-isd.org or visit sites.google.
com/a/marion.k12.ia.us/autismmhs/.

AUTISM
Always Unique Totally Intelligent Sometimes Mysterious

Community Highlight

Cotton Gallery on 
Seventh

1060 7th Avenue, Marion
(319) 373-3996

visit us also on Facebook

Who hasn’t heard of Cotton Gallery? Most 
are familiar with the warehouse that provides 
screen printing and embroidery services for 
much of Eastern Iowa. Well, Cotton Gallery 
opened its still “new” storefront on 7th Avenue 
over the summer of 2011. The retail store 
provides branded apparel for Marion, Linn-Mar,  
the five Cedar Rapids schools, plus the 
University of Iowa, Iowa State University and 
the University of Northern Iowa.

Established in 1997, Cotton Gallery has grown 
from 20 to 50 employees over the last 15 
years. Owners, Mitch and Janet Pickering have 
been and remain very active members of the 
Marion community. They see their storefront 
on 7th Avenue as a “new chapter…and look 
forward to new traditions and friendships with 
our new established retail outlet.”

Joel Powers serves up 
coffee with a smile at 
The Daily Grind.

MHS senior and 
autism class 

volunteer, 
Megan Stroud, 
is shown with  

Joel Powers 
and Ella Meeker.

Russell Swearingen 
takes in a Kernels 
game with teaching 
associate Heidi 
Keehner and pen 
pals from Linn-Mar.

Daniel Toops participates 
in “One Day in May” 
community service.

Keeping Up with Former MISD Staff
All retired and former MISD staff are invited to meet for an informal luncheon at the 
Longbranch on the first Friday of each month. The next lunch will be Friday, November 2 
at 11:30 a.m. Just want to socialize? There is no obligation to buy lunch. But, you MUST 
have fun! 

At this particular November lunch, the Marion Foundation will be giving away some fun 
goodies. Be sure to bring photos, scrapbooks of your loved ones, accomplishments since 
retirement or anything you wish to share. We especially like to hear stories about your days 
on the job at Marion!

The Marion Foundation is also working to update a directory of MISD retirees and former 
staff. Please help us to update any information on colleagues who may have moved or who 
have passed away. 

For additional information about the monthly meeting, contact Mrs. Betty Spearman at 
(319) 377-3097. You may share any contact information updates with Mrs. Spearman or 
contact the Foundation office at (319) 377-4691, x1110 or email lcassell@marion-isd.org. 
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delivery of Physical Education. Teaching 
staff have presented at workshops, 
conferences and fairs in Iowa and the 
Midwest. MISD has become a showcase 
for Physical Education in Iowa. 

Since receiving the PEP Grant, the MISD 
PE staff have worked to find additional 
funding. Awards from PE4life, Wellmark 
and the CDC have led to the creation 
of exergame rooms, group exercise 
equipment, activity watches and a 20 foot 
vertical rock wall. 

Physical Education staff continues to 
pursue and solicit grants and partnerships 
to help sustain programs currently in 
place. According to Marion High School 
PE teacher, Steve Fish, “We are fortunate 
to have a vertically articulated staff... 
strong administrative support has allowed 
us to continue to grow and nurture our 
program... ultimately we want to help 
change the culture of wellness in our 
district.”

Focused on Fitness - Not the Same Ol’ Gym Class
MISD Physical Education Instructors Work 
to Get Kids Moving Every Day

The Marion Independent School District 
and PE department are commitment 
to preparing students to live healthy, 
productive and physically active lives for 
the 21st Century. 

In 2008, after years of collaboration and 
hard work by teachers and administrators, 
the MISD was awarded a $600,000 
federal grant. The Carol White PEP 
Grant provided all the district’s teachers 
and schools an opportunity/platform to 
advance their PE programs and implement 
best practice strategies. 

The funds have been used for enriched 
fitness assessments, ongoing professional 
development for teachers, school/
community collaborations, policy 
changes, program evaluation/revision, and 
the establishment of a school/community 
fitness center. 

The new and improved technology 
has changed the landscape of Physical 

Education. A district-wide data base for 
PE teachers (called the TriFit System) 
enables all teachers to track individual 
progress of students throughout their 
school years. Heart rate monitors allow 
each student to exercise safely at an 
appropriate fitness level. Games that 
promote inclusion of all ability levels 
are more the norm. In fact, if you visit 
a PE class you are likely to see students 
rock wall climbing, taking a spin class, 
riding interactive game bikes, juggling or 
participating in team building activities. 

The PEP Grant has enabled staff to 
become leaders in the promotion and 

Vernon Middle School Fitness Facility

Emerson and Starry gaming and exercise rooms are 
available for classroom teachers throughout day.

High School/Community Fitness Room 
(Partnership with YMCA)

Exergaming Room at FMI was recently highlighted on the 
PE4life website – www.pe4life.org.

America Reads Bookmark 
Contest Winners
Evan Wahlstrom (right), 2nd grade from 
Starry Elementary School, was one 
of 5 grand prize winners in this past 
summer’s America Reads bookmark 
contest. Noah and Kylie Carlson 
(below), both 5th grade from MHSAP, 

were also 
recognized as two of the 40 finalists.

America Reads is a national challenge 
to improve literacy in elementary 
school-age children. This year’s 
America Reads event was held October 
18 and was supported by area schools, 
area libraries, Grant Wood AEA and 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers.

Summer 2014 Travel Adventure 
for Students and Alumni
An educational trip to Europe is being 
planned for the summer of 2014. 
Enrollment for this travel opportunity 
is open to students, parents, staff, and 
alumni of the Marion Independent School 
District. This ten-day tour will make 
stops in London, Paris, Amsterdam, and 
Brussels. A few of the many highlights will 
include visits to the Louvre, Notre Dame 
Cathedral, the Tower of London, the Van 
Gogh Museum, the Anne Frank House, and 
a canal cruise. A ride on the Eurostar from 
Paris to London will be an additional new experience for many. 

For more information about this exciting trip, contact  
Barb Shultz at Marion High School, bshultz@marion-isd.org.
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Marion & Linn-Mar 
Students Build 22nd Home
In a cooperative effort, Marion and 
Linn-Mar students get valuable 
hands-on experience setting floor 
trusses and framing a wall for the 
student built house located on 
Creekbend Drive in Marion. The 
project is under the direction of 
Bruce Weisinger, Marion High 
School industrial technology 
teacher. The 1590 sq. ft. home will 
be available to purchase at the end 
of the school year in May.

Vernon Science Club a 
Big Hit with Students

Sixth grade science teacher Deb Menken 
has been leading the Science Club at 
Vernon for 25 years and, “Boy has it 
changed!”, remarks Deb. “When I first 
took over I had maybe 10-15 kids – 
mostly boys. 

Deb now has more than 100 students in the 
club – a good mix of boys and girls – and 
does a variety of STEM-based (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math) projects.

Deb has worked hard to secure Corridor 
STEM Initiative grants the past two years 
and the Scale-Up grant this year. The 
funds are used for classroom materials, 
a greenhouse, field trips and speakers. 
Besides the STEM-based learning, club 
members participate in science-related 
community service projects. They also 
maintain the school’s recycling program.

Students at Emerson are following “The Marion Way.”  
Our PBIS (Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports) 
assembly featured second grade students acting out 
several scenes to demonstrate RESPECT.  The students 
did a fantastic job!

First grade is hard at work in Dianna Hamilton’s 
classroom at Starry Elementary.

Vernon Teacher Honored
Kathryn Woerner, 7th 
and 8th grade social 
studies teacher at 
Vernon Middle School, 
was recently selected to 
receive the Excellence 
in Education award 
sponsored by the 
Iowa State Education 

Association. Kathryn will receive a personal 
check for $1,000 and an additional check 
for $1,000 is being given to the school in 
her name. On November 12 there will be 
a banquet in her honor in Des Moines. She 
will also attend a federal event with the 
ISEA in Washington DC next year. 

New H.S. Robotics Team is  
Up For a Challenge

This year, Marion High School is proud 
to be offering its students more exciting 
and challenging opportunities than 
ever before. One of our school’s newest 
additions is the First Tech Challenge 
Robotics Team, which serves to teach and 
encourage students interested in the fields 
of science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics. 

The Project Lead the Way program at 
the high school has given many of the 
students on the team knowledge and skill 
sets that will help the team be successful. 

Throughout 
the year, 
students 
will design, 
construct and 
program a 
robot that can 
complete the 
challenges 
set forth by 

the First Organization. The team is in 
the design stage now and plans to have a 
working robot by late October. The first 
competition will take place in November. 
The team is working towards qualifying 
for the state competition in March. High 
school math teacher, Chris Martin, is the 
robotics team coach.

“Marion Way” day is held every Wednesday at Francis 
Marion Intermediate School. Students and teachers wear 
red shirts purchased through the support of their Troops 
parent group. The shirts have a fox paw on them with the 
words – Respect, Responsibility, Integrity, and Safe.

Science Club members gathered seeds at the Indian 
Creek Nature Center to help restore tall grass prairies.

Robotics team members work with 
local businesses like Softronics Ltd. 
for sponsorships and guidance.
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777 South 15th Street
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Support the Marion Independent School District Foundation and Alumni Association
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  __________________________
Name MHS Graduation Year

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Address

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
City/State/Zip

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Phone/Email

Please sign me up or send more information about:

 7th Annual For the Love of Marion Reservation ($50/couple)

 For the Love of Marion Sponsor (Gold, Diamond, Ruby, Emerald, Sapphire)

 11th Annual Golf Classic ($100/person)

 Golf Classic Sponsor ($300) or Foursome/Sponsor Combo ($650)

 Red brick on the Wall of Support for engraving ($300)

 Gold brick on the Wall of Support for engraving ($1,000)

 Newsletter Sponsor (your logo featured, call for pricing)

 Marion Athletic Facility Enhancement Fund

 Bruno Rinas Research Grant Fund

 Endowed scholarship/fund (minimum of $7,500)

 Designated Gift (no minimum / 2% admin fee)

 Including the Foundation in a planned gift

 Volunteer Opportunities

Enclosed is my donation to the Foundation’s Marion Fund:

 $1,000         $500         $250         $100    

  Other $______________

 My donation will be matched by my company:

  _________________________________________
 (company contact information)

 Add this donation to an existing endowed fund: 

 _________________________________________ 
(contact Foundation for a list of funds)

Mail this form to the Marion Foundation
777 S. 15th Street, Marion, IA 52302. 

For questions, call 319-377-4691, x1110.


