
Marion alum, Dave Graham (MHS ’72) and Gary Albaugh (MHS ’74)  
have designed and fabricated two stainless steel, Marion Indians  
fire pit rings. Dave and Gary are employed at Marion Mixers, who 
donated the material for the project. Proceeds from their generous 
donation will be used towards the 
Foundation’s mission to provide 
educational enhancement 
opportunities for Marion 
students.

The first ring was auctioned off 
at the Foundation’s 7th Annual 
“For the Love of Marion” event 
in February. Bids for the second 
ring are now being accepted 
through the Foundation office.

There are two ways to submit a bid: 

1.) Log on to the Foundation website and click on the photo of the fire 
ring to go to the auction page. From here you can check the current 

bid then fill out the form to submit your bid. (The 
current bid will not update automatically, 

we aren’t that hi-tech!)

2.) Call the Foundation office at 
(319) 377-4691 x.1110 to check 

the current bid and/or make a bid.

Bidding will close September 27, 
2013. The winning bidder must 
arrange to pick up the ring from 
the Foundation office, or pay any 
additional for shipping. (It’s heavy!)

SPRING 2013

2013 MHS Reunions
If your class is planning a reunion and 
it is not listed here, please contact the 
Foundation office for assistance. (Marion’s 
annual Swamp Fox Festival will be held 
September 6-7, 2013)

Class of 1953 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .September 7
Shirley (Stimson) Twisleton
    (319) 373-7144 shirleytwis@aol.com 

Class of 1958 . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 6-7
Garnet (Sample) Hoffner
    (319) 393-2857 jimandges@gmail.com 

Class of 1963 . . . . . . . . . . . September 13-14
Don Hoskins
    (319) 377-2022 ahosk1207@aol.com

Class of 1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .August 17
Connie (Schnell) Tesar
    (319) 551-4489 ctesar55@gmail.com

Class of 1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 6-8
Rick Heald
    (319) 929-8924 1983mhs@gmail.com

Class of 1993 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . July 12-13
Wanda (Bradley) Hughes
    (319) 360-7055 bhughes@fmtcs.com

Class of 2003 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .August 17
Jessica Clark
    (319) 213-5394 jessicalynn_clark@hotmail.com

Class of 2008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 31 
Rachel Smith
    (319) 361-0332 rachelnicole2390@gmail.com

11th Annual Event  – Thursday, June 27
Hunters Ridge Golf Course  • noon shotgun

www.marion-foundation.org/auction 

Bids Now Being Accepted – Custom Fire Pit Ring!

Corporate Sponsor
Farmers State Bank 

Hole-In-One Car Prize Sponsor
McGrath Family of Dealerships

Hole-In-One $10K Cash Sponsor
Sheets-Forrest-Draper Insurance

See all sponsors, event highlights 
and a list of registered golfers at 

www.marion-foundation.org

Golfers: $100/person
Hole Sponsorship: $300

Foursome/Sponsorship Combo: $650
•

Registration includes  
18 holes of golf, 

keg beer and snacks, 
cookout dinner, 

flag events, games 
and PRIZES!

Register
today by calling:

(319) 377-4691 
x.1110

Don’t Miss 
The Fun!



The Mission of the Foundation is 
to maintain, develop, increase, and 
extend the facilities of the Marion

Independent School District, and to 
provide broader educational service
opportunities to its students, staff, 
faculty, and the residents of the

geographical area which it serves.

Corporate Sponsor
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Gregory Hapgood, President
Greg Van Gorp ’77, Vice President
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Mike Cira ’58
Cody Crawford
Stephen Godar ’79
Donald Hoskins ’63
Victor Klopfenstein
Boyd Potter ’71
Bonnie Raasch
Debby Gagliardi Roth ’78
John Vernon ’47
Doreen French Zumwalt ’82
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Dr. Greg Thomas, Asst. Superintendent
David Law, Ad Hoc

Foundation Staff
LaNisha Cassell, Executive Director
   lcassell@marion-isd.org
Nancy Thornton, Assistant Director
   nthornton@marion-isd.org

Published semi-annually by
Marion Independent School  
Foundation & Alumni Association
777 South 15th Street
Marion, Iowa 52302
(319) 377-4691 x1110
Fax: (319) 377-4692
www.marion-foundation.org

Office Hours: 
Monday thru Thursday 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Please call for an appointment

2013 Foundation 
Scholarship Recipients
Kelly Grishaber Memorial Scholarship

Stephen Ster (Luther College)

Michael McGrew Memorial Scholarship
Ashley Neuhaus (Kirkwood Community College) 

Marion Foundation Hall of Fame Scholarship
Micaela Combs (Iowa State Univ.)

Leah Pedersen (Iowa State Univ.)

Justin Turner Memorial Scholarship
Morgan Kolarik (Iowa State Univ.)

Laurynn Mossman (Univ. of Iowa)

Todd Little Memorial Scholarship
Brandon Hornback (Wartburg College) 

Lowell Morgan Service and Character Award
Jordan Hansen (Univ. of Iowa)

Jay White Memorial Scholarship
Sidney Larsen (Luther College) 

Ethan Herren (Iowa Central Community College)

John Scarborough Miller Memorial Scholarship 
Kristin Kramer (Iowa Wesleyan College)

Michelle Fluckiger Niles Memorial Scholarship
Benjamin Buckley (Univ. of Iowa)

Sidney Larsen (Luther College)

Ratliff-Ames Memorial Scholarship
Kiersten Kiene (Iowa Central Community College)

Elizabeth Knapp (Coe College)

Amy Pedersen (Univ. of Iowa)

Alexis Rael (Univ. of Iowa)

Conklin Soccer Scholarship
Alexis Rael (Univ. of Iowa)

F.L.Y. Provides Lunch to 
Students During Summer

Feeding Lunch to Youth 
(F.L.Y.) serves free lunches 
to Marion youth every 
weekday during the 
summer. Students may 
come to Starry Field 
beginning Wednesday, 
June 5th between noon and 
12:30 p.m. to receive a 
lunch. Lunch bags include 
a juice box, sandwich, 
fruit, dessert and a sweet 
treat. Lunches are served 
by volunteers from local 
churches and businesses. 
For more information 
about the FLY program,  
visit www.flymarion.org. 
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The History of 
Marion Basketball

Steve Roth (MHS ’74) is compiling the 105-
year history of the Marion High School boys 
basketball teams. He expects the final product 
to be a 3,000 page work that includes team 
and individual records, season summaries 
and statistics, and box scores with transcribed 
newspaper articles for more than 2,000 
basketball games. The basketball program at 
Marion began in 1908.

Plans are to break this material down into an 
all-time record book, as well as season-by-
season booklets, and make them available for 
sale with proceeds going to the school. He plans 
to have the material completed by the start of 
the 2014-15 basketball season. 

If anyone has old game programs, photographs, 
other pertinent information, or is otherwise 
interested in this project and might even 
be willing to help, please contact Steve 
at rothcrew@cox.net.

Original bricks from the old MHS/VMS building are 
available through the Foundation office. Each brick 
comes with a certificate of authenticity and can 
be yours with your contribution to the Foundation 
of $50 or more. The bricks have been enhanced 
with a gold plate engraved with the image of the 
original building. Shipping is just $12 per brick 
(may include a brief note upon request). If your 
gift exceeds $200, we will ship your brick at no 
additional cost.

1943 Marion Basketball Team



Marion Athletic Hall of 
Fame Website Expanded

Student participants in Hot Fun in the Summertime – a 
2012 Marion Fund grant recipient – take a moment 
to explore a pond while visiting the Noelridge Park 
Greenhouse last summer.

2013 Marion Fund Grants Awarded
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The Marion Fund internal grant 
program, sponsored by the Marion 
Independent School Foundation and 
Alumni Association, supports educational 
experiences and enhances opportunities 
for the students of the Marion Independent 
School District. This unique opportunity 
is available to only a handful of districts 
across the country. The 2013 selection 
committee included: David Canaday, Phil 
Cochran, Reggie Long, David Law, Boyd 
Potter, Greg Van Gorp, Jill Ackerman, 
Jeane Eagle, and Mike Cira. Requests for 
funding must be aligned with the mission 
statements of both the District and the 
Foundation. After receiving funding, grant 
recipients must also submit a written 
evaluation of their projects. 2013 Marion 
Fund grant projects are listed below with 
the name of the lead applicant/teacher and 
the school(s) impacted: 

Outside the Walls
Alan Read – Vernon Middle School
Expose adaptive PE students to a variety of 
community outings or field trips (i.e., zoo, 
YMCA, parks, etc.).

RCCM Artist Residency
Amanda Freese – Francis Marion Intermediate 
& Emerson Elementary Schools
Bring live interactive chamber music and 
professional musicians into 2nd thru 4th 
grade classrooms for a more engaging and 
hands-on learning experience.

Calming Classroom Connections
Kinga Balint Langel – Marion High School
Purchase specific equipment as sensory 
and positive reinforcement training in the 
classroom, which provides control and 
regulation for students with behavioral 
disorders and learning disabilities.

Motivating Students with ADD/ADHD
Michelle Thomason – Vernon Middle School
Purchase assistive classroom equipment 
(MotivAiders) to help students learn to self 
monitor behavior and stay on task during 
class.

One Day in May
Becky Herman – Marion High School
Purchase supplies for this building-wide 
day of service in the community, which 
focuses on beautification and revitalization.

Kid Fitness
Corey Meth – Emerson Elementary School
Equipment that will enhance and 
accelerate learning through exercise.

The Sun
Amy Tursi – Marion High School
Specialized telescopes and filters for 
students to have opportunities to deepen 
understanding of the sun and how its 
energy effects the planet.

7 Broke Women of Science
Carolyn Munson – Vernon Middle School
Equipment, charts and other support 
material to enhancement and improve 
science literacy through interaction and 
collaboration.

Assistive Technology
David Canaday – Marion High School & 
Vernon Middle School
The grant funds will purchase iPads 
for teachers who have Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) students with 
iPads so they can assist the students in 
learning to use their device. 

Biotechnology Enhancements
Charles Clark – Marion High School
Purchase a steroclave and shaker table 
as enhancement equipment to support 
the new Biotechnology Engineering class 
offered in the fall.

Robotics Expansion
Chris Martin – Marion High School
Expand the current robotics program to 
include a second competition team and 
purchase starter kit and supplies.

Alumni Highlights

Special Effects 
Salon & Spa

500 Marion Blvd. Suite 102, Marion
(319) 395-0434

Wanda (Bradley) Hughes 
(MHS 1993) received 
her training from Capri 
Cosmetology College. 
Her salon has been at its 
current location for four 
years, but Wanda has 
been in business for 18 

years. Wanda is married to her high school 
sweetheart, Brian Hughes. They have two 
children, Ryah and Ryne. Wanda “truly believes 
you make life happen! I have learned to never 
take it for granted!”

Thanks to the efforts and donations of Dan 
Kellams (MHS ’54), Chuck Kent (MHS ’54), 
Steve Roth (MHS ’74), Jim Roth (MHS ’77) and 
Kevin Techau (MHS ’77), the Foundation has 
assisted the Marion Independent School 
District in providing profiles of all Marion 
Athletic Hall of Fame members. The expanded 
listings are available on the Foundation 
website www.marion-foundation.org under 
“About > The District.” You may also link to 
the Hall of Fame from the Marion High School 
webpage.



Larry Martin, MHS 1941
As a member of the prestigious 
golf foursome “The Anteeks,” 
Larry Martin was a force to be 
reckoned with. He golfed in 

every Marion Foundation golf outing; even 
stepping in to volunteer when he was no 
longer able to golf. Larry was known for his 
joke-telling, charm and contagious smile. 
He served his country during WWII and his 
community via the Marion Library board 
and Marion City Council. But foremost, 
Larry was a family man. His wife, Marjory 
(Ostrander) Martin and children, Deborah, 
Cynthia, Laura and Reed are all Marion alum. 
After celebrating this Mother’s Day with his 
entire family, Larry peacefully passed away at 
the age of 90.

George Klingler, MHS 1950
“Our father was a proud graduate 
of Marion High School. He 
loved his school, classmates 
and educators. He attended all 

of his class reunions. He was honest, fair, 
kind, generous and had admirable integrity 
and humility,” memorialized his children 
Ric, Paige and Marty, in a recent card to the 
Foundation. For 38 years, George owned 
and operated George Klingler Painting and 
Decorating. He was a community volunteer, 
enjoyed cooking, fishing, and had a great 
sense of humor. George also gave generously. 
When the Foundation asked, he gave. Even 
when the Foundation didn’t ask, he gave. At 
80 years old, George passed away on April 7.

The Marion Foundation not only enhances 
the educational opportunities of current 
Marion students, but also serves decades of 
Marion’s alumni and former staff through 
its Alumni Association. By assisting 
with reunions, recognizing alumni civic 
contributions and serving as a community 
resource we have built many lasting 
relationships. The In Memory page of the 
Marion Foundation website includes a list 
of alumi and teachers who passed away this 
year and the previous year. Updates may be 
submitted to our office at any time. Here 
we would like to share a bit more about 
three recent losses whose contributions to 
the Foundation, MISD and greater Marion 
community deserve additional note.

Marjorie Reynolds
Some would call her fiesty or 
hard-nosed, but all would agree 
she cared about her students. 
Miss Reynolds taught 5th and 6th 

grades at Lincoln, Irving, Longfellow, Starry, 
Mentzer and Emerson from 1946-1992 
and earned the respect of students, parents, 
fellow teachers and the community. Sporting 
her ever-present “school teacher” hairdo, 
Miss Reynolds maintained her great sense 
of humor, quick wit and a commitment to 
community long after retiring from teaching. 
When the 85 year old passed away last 
November, words of condolence poured in 
from decades of students who will never 
forget their beloved teacher. 

Alumni Association Remembers Lost Alum

Robotics 
Program 
Expands
The MHS 
Robotics team 
competed in 
several events 
this year. They 
twice received 
recognition 

for their excellent community service and 
outreach efforts. The team would like to 
thank their sponsors for their support. 

For the upcoming school year additions 
to the program will include: a second 
robotics team; a cyber-defense team; and 
an ambitious project to build a medieval 
trebuchet. If you are interested in 
supporting any of these projects with  
your time, talent, or funds please email  
Chris Martin at cmartin@marion-isd.org.
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The 7th annual 
For the Love of 
Marion fundraiser 
was held on 
Friday, February 
22, 2013 at 
Lowe Park Arts 
& Environment 
Center. The 
evening featured 
gourmet hors d’oeuvres by Kristeena’s 
Café, the Pat Smith and Rich Wagor jazz 
duo, a Plinko game sponsored by Philip’s 
Diamond Shop and Design Center, and a 
silent auction. 

The Marion Independent School District  
Leader Awards are presented annually 
at the For the Love of Marion event. 

Recipients of this 
award have been 
nominated by 
their peers, and 
are recognized as 
going above and 
beyond for the 
benefit of their 
students and the 
greater Marion 

community. Honorees for 2013 include 
Nancy Alderdyce, who has has served as 
district nurse for 25 years; Deb Menken, a 
science teacher at Vernon Middle School 
for 25 years; and Greg Semler, who has 
been with the district for nine years and 
has been the Marion High School principal 
for for the past two years.

MISD Leader Awards Presented at  
For the Love of Marion Event

Nancy Alderdyce
District Nurse

Deb Menken
Vernon Middle School

Greg Semler
Marion High School

Pinion’s Perspective
Sarah Pinion, Superintendent

The second half 
of the school 
year was kicked 
off with this 
visual reminder 

of the goals and vision we have 
for this district. The words 
Motivate, Innovate, Share and 
Dream represent the passionate 
teaching and learning 
experiences we embrace at 
Marion. We want to dream and 
focus on possibilities. Please 
enjoy reading about the great 
things going on in your schools.

The Science Club 
at Vernon Middle 
School, lead by Deb 
Menken, has been 
the proud recipient of 
a STEM Grant for the 
last 4 years including 
the upcoming school 
year. The grant has allowed for several 
fascinating field trips and to purchase a 
variety of science exploration kits, a forensic 
unit, microscopes, supplies and protective 
gear. Grant funds and community donations 
have also been used to construct and equip 
a greenhouse, which sits on the south side of 
Vernon and will be completed soon.



Dedicated Staff Work 
to Enhance Music 

Education
Iowa Core has been a part of the education 
vocabulary in Iowa for the past few 
years. As a part of their own work with 
Iowa Core, music educators Sarah Jones, 
Emerson Elementary, and Amanda Freese, 
Francis Marion Intermediate School, have 
been working with the MISD k-12 music 
team to develop learning targets and “I 
can” statements. These will help direct 
instruction along a learning trajectory that 
will guide students through their music 
education career in MISD. 

In addition, Jones and Freese have been 
implementing a formative assessment 
tool developed by Jones. This tool allows 
students to receive real-time feedback 
that helps them take ownership of their 
learning goals. This ownership provides 
students with valuable knowledge about 
what they need to know, what they do 
know, and what they still need work on for 
full mastery of the skills and concepts. 

Jones and Freese 
have been selected 
to share their work 
at the 2013 NAfME National In-Service 
Conference in Nashville, TN, on October 
27-30. The title of their session is “I can… 
How targeted goals can enhance music 
education.” They will also be attending the 
conference and bringing home a number 
of useful strategies to implement within the 
district’s music program. 

In addition to presenting nationally, Jones 
has led district-wide staff development 
on learning targets and both Jones and 
Freese were presenters this past year at the 
Grant Wood AEA “Cultivating Creativity 
Symposium” and the North Central 
Iowa Music Educators Association spring 
workshop.

MHS Autism Teacher Plans “Connections Center”

MISD Meets Annual Progress Goals
Each year Marion Independent School 
District is required to set annual 
improvement goals based on the previous 
year’s Iowa Assessment data. Goals are 
developed by the Comprehensive School 
Improvement Committee in the areas of 
reading, math and science. The developed 
goals then are presented to the school 
board for their consideration and adoption. 

The following are the 2012-13 APR Goals;

1) As of May 2013, the class currently 
in grade seven will have shown an 
increase of more than 11 points on the 
Iowa Assessment Reading test as eighth 
graders as measured by the National 
Standard Score. Because the students in 
the eighth grade increased their National 
Standard Score by 22.2 points, MISD 
met their goal in the area of Reading.

2) As of May 2013, the class currently in 
grade four will have shown an increase 
of more than 14 points on the Iowa 
Assessment Mathematics test as fifth 
graders as measured by the National 
Standard Score. Because the students in 
the fifth grade increased their National 
Standard Score by 16.2 points, MISD 
met their APR Goal in the area of 
Mathematics.

3) As of May 2013, the class currently in 
grade eight will have shown an increase 
of more than 10 points on the Iowa 
Assessment Science test as ninth graders 
as measured by National Standard 
Scores. Because the students in the ninth 
grade increased their National Standard 
Score by 26.2 points, MISD met their 
APR goal in the area of Science.

Meeting APR goals for a district is 
something to celebrate. Thank you to all 
of the educators that impact our students 
everyday. Also thank you students for the 
effort that you gave in demonstrating your 
learning.

At least 69 of the Marion 
Independent School 
District’s 2920 students, 
have been identified 
as special needs. MHS 
autism teacher Annie 
Bradford’s plan for a 
Connections Center 
will offer basic life skills 
and vocational training, 
skills development and 
confidence building for 
students that are in need of the services. 

The Marion Foundation recently 
committed $5,000 to fund the purchase 
of Task Boxes containing activities and 
tools to help teach basic and vocational 
skills to students. But the Boxes are just 
one component of the new Connections 
Center. A room at the school will also be 
redesigned and equipped to resemble an 
apartment so students can learn to cook 
and care for themselves.

The Connections Center is seeking 
donations of new or gently used cabinetry, 
countertops and appliances for the center. 
If you have items you’d like to donate, 
or would just like to learn more about 
the MHS Autism program, contact Annie 
Bradford at abradford@marion-isd.org or 
visit https:sites.google.com/a/marion.k12.
ia.us/autismmhs/.

MHS autism program students worked alongside MHS 
classmates during One Day in May at the Ceramics 
Center in Cedar Rapids.
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Literacy and Social Studies teacher, Kevin Hahn works 
with a Vernon 5th grade student.

5th grade choir working toward Learning Targets
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Two Outstanding Teachers to Retire from Vernon

Vernon 
Students 
Win 
Science 
Award

Vernon Middle School 7th grade students 
Stephanie Fisher (left) and Chloe Parenteau 
participated in the Eastern Iowa Science 
and Engineering Fair on March 16. Chloe 
and Stephanie competed against 246 other 
students from eastern Iowa. Their project 
“Follow the New Brick Road” received 
a Class 1 – the highest Junior Teams 
distinction with a blue ribbon, medallion 
and $50 prize. The students were sponsored 
by Mrs. Carolyn Munson, Vernon 7th grade 
science teacher; Dr. Danielle Jannusch, 
Marion assistant city engineer and Maryann 
Shinrock, Marion city engineer.

Bonnie Dodge
Reading has been my passion ever since I 
was a little girl and my mother began taking 
me to the public library. I have devoured 
books ever since. To quote Thomas 
Jefferson: “I cannot live without books.” 
When I was in grade school, I wrote a book 
and wanted to become an author. As an 
adult I made use of my music degree and 

began teaching private music lessons, something I continued 
doing for 40 years. 

I came into teaching language arts later in life but felt that 
teaching was a calling for me because I wanted to share my love 
of reading and writing with students, as I had been sharing my 
love of music. No profession demands more yet pays greater 
rewards than teaching. I have devoted the last 20 years to helping 
young adults discover the power of words and the pleasure of 
reading. For those who were already readers, I loved helping 
them discover new genres they wouldn’t have otherwise chosen. 
And for those who hated to read (and there were many!), I 
worked diligently to help them find a book they could enjoy. 

My classroom library was an essential tool. Nothing has given me 
more satisfaction in my career than to hear a student who hated 
reading at the beginning of the year say to me by June that he/she 
now enjoyed it. And to help non-writers discover that words give 
them a powerful voice. These are my greatest joys because those 
students will keep reading, keep writing, keep learning, keep 
experiencing all that literature has to offer, and hopefully instill 
the importance of reading and writing in their own children. 
What could be more important than that? I wanted my students 
to develop the skills necessary to be productive in the 21st 
century, to be informed citizens, articulate writers, and lifelong 

learners. I had high expectations, and I know many a time 
students grumbled about it. I hope they all someday realize why 
I challenged them and pushed them so hard. I have loved being a 
teacher. I hope I have made a difference in their lives. 

To all my former students, I want to say keep reading! Make the 
time. It’s important. To all the parents, thank you for your support 
of my goals. To those who have children still in school, I say, there 
is nothing more important you can do to help your child than to 
be involved in their activities and keep them reading. Confucius 
said, “No matter how busy you may think you are, you must find 
time for reading, or surrender yourself to self-chosen ignorance.” 
I say, reading is a lifeline. Let it lead you to knowledge of yourself, 
of others, and of the world. – Mrs. Dodge

Gwen Buchheim
It is with fond memories that I retire from 
my teaching position in the Marion district. 
This has been my home away from home for 
my entire 33-year teaching career! Because 
of the many positions I have had during 
this time, I have had the pleasure of getting 
to know many, many students and their 
families. Kids with so many stories to share, 

both heart warming and heart breaking, have touched my heart. 
I have also been lucky to work with some amazing colleagues 
and have made many friendships that I will treasure forever! It 
is time, however, for me to focus on those people whom I love 
the most, my family. Husband, kids, grandkids and other family 
members that I hold dear to my heart! It is also time to get going 
on that bucket list! So many things to accomplish… driving a 
cab, being a mascot, seeing a Bon Jovi concert and hopefully, just 
hopefully… meeting John Travolta some day! Keep in touch, I 
sure plan to! – Mrs. Buchheim

MHS junior Heidi Schmidt won 
second place for her drawing, 
“Jasmine,” in Iowa’s First 
Congressional District of the annual 
Congressional Art Competition 
– a nationwide high school arts 
competition sponsored by the U.S. 
House of Representatives.

MHS senior Scott Munier, bass 
trombone player, was selected 
as a member of the Class 3A 
All-State Jazz Band. He is 
one of only four trombone 
players selected from across 
the state for Class 3A – a very 
prestigious accomplishment.

MHS juniors John Gorman and 
Evan Kramer have been invited 
to speak at the Marion-East 
Cedar Rapids Rotary Club on 
June 25 at the Longbranch. 
John and Evan are members of Marion’s Fellowship for 
Christian Athletes (FCA) organization which is headed 
by PE teacher, Lori Dostal. They will talk about the FCA 
program and its impact on the lives of student athletes.
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Jump Rope for Heart
Jump Rope 
for Heart is a 
35-year old 
campaign, 
a fundraiser 
through the 
American Heart 
Association 
that raises money for research. Each 
year, students get donors to sponsor 
them, then they jump rope and watch 
the dollars grow. Starry PE teacher, Jason 
Haag, spearheaded this campaign so that 
the entire building could participate. 
Haag held the event during students’ 
PE times for one week. Rope events 
included individual, long jump ropes, 
stick jumpers, hurdle jumping, hula hoop 
jumps and partner jumping.



On May 13th, Marion High School students 
and staff participated in their third annual 
day of service learning called “One Day in 
May.” All of Marion High School’s students 
and staff (over 600!) helped beautify and 
improve Marion and surrounding areas 
through volunteering. 

Students helped with a wide variety of 
tasks, including landscaping, maintenance, 
beautification, and painting.

Locations and organizations where students 
and staff worked included Lowe Park, 
Granger House, Trees Forever, Empty 
Bowls, The Boys and Girls Club, Catherine 
McAuley Center, the Marion YMCA, Merrill 
Garden, Echo Hill, Camp Wakonda, Camp 
Waubeek, Camp Courageous, Oak Shade 
Cemetery, Cedar Rapids Animal Shelter, 
Cedar Valley Humane Society, Buffalo Creek 
County Park, and five local nursing homes. 

Contributors who helped make the day 
possible through sizable financial assistance, 
donations of food or contributions of 
supplies included the Marion Independent 
School Foundation & Alumni Association, 
Western Fraternal Life Association, Zoey’s 
Pizzeria, Ruffalo Cody, Network Computer 
Systems, Linn Animal Hospital, Zio Johno’s, 
Ollinger Garage Doors, Hills Bank and 
Trust, Walmart, Fosters Heating and Air 
Conditioning, Thrivent Financial, Guppy’s 
on the Go, Network Computer Solutions, 
Joel Grandon Accounting Services, Subway, 
and Marion Iron Co. 

If you have interest in adding a site to 
the future event, or would like to donate 
financial, time or in-kind contributions, 
please contact Becky Herman at Marion 
High School at (319) 377-9891, ext. 1169 
or email her at bherman@marion-isd.org.

Mekela Spence, 
Vernon Middle 
School 7th grader, 
won the “If I Were 
Mayor” contest 
and receives 
recognition from 
Marion Mayor 
Snooks Bouska.

Blackhawks team members (l. to r.) Ben Carlile, Mark 
Scaffidi, Jeshua Smith, Ryan Carlile, Coach Jon Church, 
Allie Hagerman, Gabe Groothuis, Abby Leonard, Sebastian 
Groothuis, Cole Flatland, and John Wheeler, director of 
the Iowa Bar Mock Trial program. Cole Flatland also won 
All-State Witness.

A second team, The Crossfires, were also state 
contenders and were coached by Kathryn Church. 
Pictured (l. to r.) Sasha Forret, Luke Telecky, Alyssa 
Telecky, Eli Duval, Claire Freitag, Steven Biegler, Nick 
Leonard and Noah Smith. Nick Leonard also won All-State 
Witness.

Marion Home School 
Assistance Program Mock 
Trial Team Captures State

Team Blackhawks, one of four Marion 
Home School Assistance Program Mock 
Trial teams, advanced to the regional 
competition and defeated Valley High 
School in West Des Moines to capture 
the championship in the 2013 High 
School Mock Trial State Tournament on 
March 28. This historical win by a home 
school team was a first in the 31-years 
the tournament has been held in Iowa. 
Team Blackhawks won five trial rounds 
to become the Iowa State Mock Trial 
Champions! The team competed at the 
National Championship in Indianapolis, 
IN on May 10 & 11. Here the team placed 
in the upper half; with competition from 
46 different states and U.S. Territories. 
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Support the Marion Independent School Foundation and Alumni Association
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  __________________________
Name MHS Graduation Year

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Address

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
City/State/Zip

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Phone/Email

Please sign me up or send more information about:

 11th Annual Golf Classic ($100/person)

 11th Annual Golf Classic Flag Event ($150) or Hole Sponsor ($300)

 11th Annual Golf Classic Foursome/Sponsor Combo ($650)

 Red brick on the Wall of Support for engraving ($300)

 Gold brick on the Wall of Support for engraving ($1,000)

 Bruno Rinas Research Grant Fund

 Marion Indians Car Flag ($15)

 Old MHS/Vernon Commemorative Brick ($50 min.)

 Endowed scholarship/fund (minimum of $7,500)

 Designated Gift (no minimum / 2% admin fee)

 Including the Foundation in a planned gift

 Volunteer Opportunities

Enclosed is my donation to the Foundation’s Marion Fund:

 $1,000         $500         $250         $100    

  Other $______________

 My donation will be matched by my company:

  _________________________________________
 (company contact information)

 Add this donation to an existing endowed fund: 

 _________________________________________ 
(contact Foundation for a list of funds)

Mail this form to the Marion Foundation
777 S. 15th Street, Marion, IA 52302. 

For questions, call 319-377-4691, x1110.


