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Join us in welcoming the new MISD 
superintendent, Chris Dyer and his wife, 
Cheri to Marion. 

Born at Walter Reed Army Hospital in 
Washington, DC, into a military family, 
Chris was educated in Virginia and Ohio 
public schools. He received his BS from 
Ohio University, MBA from Florida State 
University and Educational Specialists 
Degree from Virginia Tech. Chris also 
served in the United States Army as a 
Commissioned Artillery Officer. His 
principle assignments were with 101st 
Airborne Division (Air Assault) and in 
the Pentagon. His final assignments were 
as: Colonial Brigade Commander at Fort 
Belvoir, Virginia, and Military Assistant, 
Office of the Secretary of Defense. 

Chris has been a teacher, principal, 
strategist and superintendent in Virginia, 
New York, and Pennsylvania. Chris and 
his wife have two sons; one is a high 
school science teacher in Iowa and the 
other is a Captain in the US Army Dental 
Corp assigned with the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade, Vicenza, Italy. Chris has served his 
communities as a soccer and baseball coach 
and as scout leader. He enjoys outdoor 
activities/sports.

Marion Welcomes New School District Superintendent 

The following is a note from Chris reflecting 
on his experiences on becoming a part of 
the Marion community.

Marion is “Iowa Nice.” The people are 
welcoming and friendly. The kids have great 
smiles, enthusiasm, and excitement in their 
eyes. The teachers are dedicated to the 
caring environment of learning. The leaders 
are focused on continuous improvement 
for the present, on honoring past prideful 
accomplishments, and on preparing children 
for successful futures. The Marion Way is based 

on traditions of Respect and Responsibility. The 
community’s family values reflected in children 
of character and demonstrated in strong parent 
booster support for athletic programs and 
co-curricular programs. The entire community 
supports the school programs and is vested in a 
positive quality of life for all. 

The student participation in the arts, athletics, 
and co- and extracurricular activities is 
remarkably high. The care given to special 
needs families is exceptional. Community 
successes range from academic success from 
94.6% of 2015 graduates pursuing post high 
school educational programs to the First Blue 
Zone High School Designation in the Nation. 
The Marion Home School Assistance Program 
is the largest and highest quality home school 
program in Iowa. 

Marion Independent School District is a 
prideful educational community serving 
children and families well. Marion is a 
community committed to Motivating and 
Improving Student Development. Marion is a 
reflective community where positive qualities of 
life and of learning are present. Serving Marion 
Independent School District is both a pleasure 
and an honor. My wife and I hope you will 
introduce yourself as we meet and that you will 
share your Marion story to help us learn more 
about the Marion Community we have joined. 

Plan Now to Attend Our 2016 Events ~ Fundraising for Education!

Friday, March 4, 2016
Vernon Middle School

Thursday, July 14, 2016
Hunters Ridge Golf Course

Chris and Cheri Dyer enjoying some time outside last winter. 
We’re glad to see they’re all smiles about snow!



Lynn is a member of the “Golfing Benkusky” 
family. Siblings Tom (’81), Mike (’83), and 
Nancy (’87) all golfed at MHS and recently 
reunited at the Marion Foundation’s annual 
Golf Classic at Hunters Ridge Golf Course this 
past July. The Iowa State University alum and 
mother of five is “honored to be your Alumni 
Relations Director and is humbled to be able 
to give back to the community and school that 
has given me and my family so much.”

The Mission of the Foundation is 
to maintain, develop, increase, and 
extend the facilities of the Marion

Independent School District, and to 
provide broader educational service
opportunities to its students, staff, 
faculty, and the residents of the

geographical area which it serves.
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Marion Alum   
New Alumni 
Relations 
Director
Ironically, Lynn 
(Benkusky) Karpick 

noticed the Foundation’s vacancy in the last 
issue of the newsletter and made an inquiry. 
The 1976 MHS alum has only been back to 
her hometown for about three years after 
spending more than 30 years in Chicago as 
a small business owner, food scientist, and 
school volunteer. Lynn and her husband, Dave 
brought their youngest kids to begin a new 
chapter in Iowa. 

New Beginnings
LaNisha Cassell, 
Executive Director

The Marion Foundation 
is embracing this season 
of new beginnings. 
The 2015-16 school 
year brings with it 
the beginning of new 

chapters in Marion. Not only is the District 
welcoming a new superintendent, staff and 
school board members, in the same breath, 
we’ve had to say goodbye to a MHS treasure. 
We’ve reconnected with alumni, and see the 
re-opening of a community fixture and the 
expansion of another. The Marion Foundation 
brings an alum on board as its new Alumni 
Relations Director and launches a new 
campaign. The Districts’ students and staff 
demonstrate their unending talents as well 
as their unwavering school and community 
spirit along the way. This issue is all about 
recognizing opportunities and seizing every 
moment. I hope you will read each piece with 
that perspective and be reminded of what 
makes the Marion Independent School District 
a place we wouldn’t trade for anything!

The 
Benkusky 

siblings:  
l. to r. Tom, 
Mike, Lynn 
and Nancy.

FROM THE  
QUILL ARCHIVE 
Collecting money or taking 
suggestions? Fellow 
classmate Lynn Benkusky 
says knowing these three 
anything is possible! 
Patricia (Lemke) Wheeler, 
Lesta (Moyer) Kulhavy, and 
Lana (Wenger) Huie, all 
MHS class of 1976.

Community Highlights

Giving Tree Theater

Dial M for Murder  
(Hitchcockian Thriller – PG) 
October 16 – November 1

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever 
(Holiday Family Fun – G) 
November 27 – December 13

www.givingtreetheater.com
(319) 213-7956

Ramsey’s Wine Bistro

The Uptown Marion 
favorite, Ramsey’s Metro 
Market, is expanding! The new Ramsey’s Wine 
Bistro will be able to seat 99 guests, but will 
maintain the same cozy feel. Look for some 
new additions to their popular menu, a few 
dinner-style plate options for evening, as well 
as a small selection of spirits and cocktails.

www.ramseysmetromarket.com 
(319) 447-1700
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Spear-It of Influence 
2015-2016 Annual Appeal

Why give to the Marion Independent School Foundation & Alumni Association? 

Since 1988 the Marion Foundation has raised thousands of dollars to provide 

educational enhancement opportunities for the Districts’ students and staff; 

primarily through event fundraisers such as the annual Golf Classic and For 

the Love of Marion. Students and faculty in the Districts’ five buildings benefit 

from the Marion Foundation which, in the past 28 years, has supported more 

than 200 different projects and awarded more than $200,000 in grants ranging 

in size from a few hundred to thousand dollars. Grants given by the Marion 

Foundation span all grades, subjects, and learning needs AND support staff in 

advancing innovation, excellence, and state-of-the-art curriculum. The Marion 

Foundation is ONLY able to support a limited amount of worthwhile projects 

put forth by the efforts of some amazing teachers each year. The Marion 

Foundation needs your help to fund more projects and bring even more 

quality learning opportunities to our students.

Would you please consider a gift to the Marion Foundation THIS year? With your gift, 

you will automatically become a member of the Foundation’s 2015-2016 Spear-It 

of Influence. Your gift will be recognized on the Marion Foundation and Alumni 

Association website, in the fall Newsletter and will also be visible in the District’s 

Administration Building as a reminder to all of your generosity. We hope you’ll join 

us in making a tax-deductible gift to support the Marion Foundation. Corporate 

matching funds are also a great way to help us meet our goal. For your  

convenience, the attached form may be used. You can either mail or  

drop off your donation to the Foundation office.

On behalf of the Marion Foundation board of trustees,  

thank you in advance for your thoughtful consideration. 

Sincerely, 

LaNisha  and  Lynn

DONOR INFORMATION

 ___________________________________________________________________________

Name

 ___________________________________________________________________________

Address

 ___________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip

 ___________________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email

Gifts are tax-deductible. Inquire with your company’s HR department to 

maximize your contribution with a matching gift. Please make your check 

payable to the Marion Foundation and return to the Marion Foundation,  

777 S 15th Street, Marion, IA 52302. Major Gifts ($1,000+) will receive 

additional recognition. Contact the Marion Foundation with requests, 

comments or questions at (319) 377-4691 x1110.

YES, I want to help the Marion Foundation provide  

educational enhancement grants with a donation: Amount_____________

Be a Part of the  
Spear-It of Influence

Partners $5,000 & Above
Champions $2,500 – $4,999
Leaders $1,000 – $2,499
Challengers $500 – $999
Builders $250 – $499
Friends $100 – $249
Supporters Up to $99

Red Cedar Chamber 
Music residency for 
elementary students.

MHS Family and 
Consumer Science 
class using fresh 
veggies from the 
new Foundation-
funded garden.
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The Marion Foundation’s 13th Annual 
Golf Classic brought in 21 foursomes, 
fabulous community sponsors and a 
variety of prizes and giveaways that kept 
our golfers happy all day. 

More than 40 companies sponsored 
the event with prizes being awarded 
to three flights of winning 
foursomes. 

Proceeds from this annual 
outing benefit students 
and faculty of the Marion 
Independent School 
District. For a list of golf 
sponsors, photos and 
more about the Marion 
Foundation, visit www.
marion-foundation.org. 

Save the date for the 14th Annual Golf Classic at 
Hunters Ridge Golf Course on Thursday, July 14, 2016. 

Golf Classic Recap!

The big winner was “The 80s” which included  
(l-r) JD Scholtterback ’86, Tom Ervin,  
Erik Ervin ’84, and Matt Grundy ’84.

Marion Foundation  
Annual Meeting & Board Retreat

The Marion 
Foundation held its 
2015 annual meeting 
at the still-new 
Philip’s Diamond 
Shop. Owner, 
Phil High, guided 
trustees on a tour of 
his facility followed 
by a boxed lunch 
provided by LJ’s 
Catering. Trustees met 
and received a District 
update from new 
Superintendent Chris 
Dyer. The meeting 
also included elections and goals for the coming year. Board changes 
included the resignation of long-time trustee John Vernon, who 
joined Vic Klopfenstein as an Emeritus Trustee. 

(The full trustee list is provided on page 2 of each issue of this newsletter.)

of life. Like in so many facets 
of her life, she became a 
teacher in how to deal with 
a devastating diagnosis and, 
in the threat of death, found 
strength. I know no human 
being so intent on surviving 
in this world, when indeed 
she had so much to look 
forward to in the next. I had 
the honor to share in her 
dying, and I can tell you 
she died as she lived: with 
courage, with forthrightness, 
and grace. And while I will 
never forget her suffering, 
I will always remember 
the years of her lust for life 
that brought her to that 
courageous death. She faced it with the same 
fierceness she had for all the things she cared so 
passionately about: family, faith, environment, 
poverty, justice. So together, Marion family, 
we affirm that MHS is more than a mascot or 
diploma: it is the RED of the shared learning and 
created memories. The GOLD is the treasure of 
friendship. Whether we remember the Senora 
Goldstein with the long hair of the 70’s or the 
curly ‘fro of the 80’s and 90’s: laughing, singing, 
and sharing Spanish culture; Senora was RED 
and GOLD. We are all her legacy. Our shared 
experiences connect us. Whether we remember 

Tribute by Dr. Jill Oslen ~
I taught next door to Kathe for twenty years. As 
a friend, I always appreciated her forthrightness. 
I remember all the shared laughter – seeing 
the funny side of things and laughing until 
we cried, and then the laugher and the tears 
blended together into friendship that lasted 30 
years. Senora Goldstein. Fierce. She expected 
the best from herself and from her students; her 
classroom essence. Kathe was a friend to our 
faculty, a woman who stood up for what was 
right despite repercussions on her career: that 
was Senora. Our Senora – who believed that 
hope must never be surrendered. The doctor who 
identified her unusual symptoms 17 years ago as 
multiple myeloma called Kathe “a zebra among 
horses.” She approached this diagnosis as she 
faced everything else in her life: with courage, 
with learning, and with resolve. She refused to 
let it define her life. She was also a zebra as she 
researched the disease while maintaining quality 

Remembering Kathe Goldstein
the rap about the capitals of the Spanish 
speaking countries of the world, the songs played 
on her guitar that lifted our hearts, recall some 
Spanish conversations, travel to another country, 
or we simply do a good deed, Kathe’s spirit lives. 
I embrace you MHS alumni who experienced 
the passion and discipline of Senora, and I 
console you in this loss. A fitting way to honor 
Senora Goldstein would be a legacy donation to 
the Marion Foundation to help enable a MHS 
student with continued study after high school. 
Adios mi amiga. Descansa en paz.

“I had Senora Goldstein for my three years at 
MHS. She was always smiling and singing and 
pushing you to do better. A true inspiration! I 
have taught my high school daughter some of 
the songs and “tricks” to remember Spanish that 
Goldstein taught me years ago.”  
Nicole (Swierk) Greene

“Senora Goldstein was an amazing teacher who 
always brightened my day with her infectious 
smile! We were so lucky to be able to spend 
our time with such a special lady. I will never 
forget our trip to Mexico 20 years ago and am 
thankful to have known her!”  
Scarlett (Canady) Kropp

Memorial Service
November 29, 2015 at 4 p.m.
Cottage Grove Place, Cedar Rapids

FSB President and CEO, Gene Neighbor presents annual 
contribution to Marion Foundation President Greg Hapgood; 
Executive Director, LaNisha Cassell; and Foundation Trustee 
and FSB VP of Information Services, Stephen Godar.



Tim Cook
(MHS 2006) Tim Cook 
credits a foods class taken 
in high school as the birth 
of his passion for food and 
cooking. Though he worked 
at a local pub during high 
school, it really wasn’t 

until he saw a commercial about a culinary 
school that he seriously considered a career 
in the culinary arts.

Upon graduation, Tim moved to Minneapolis 
to attend Le Cordon Bleu, one of the most 
prestigious schools for culinary arts in the 
nation. He completed the program in 15 
months and re-located to Las Vegas. Tim 
spent the next three years working for 
renowned chefs like Thomas Keller, Joel 
Robuchon and Bobby Flay. Wow! 

Not one to grow complacent, Tim wanted 
to experience regional cuisine, so he found 
himself in Chicago; teaming up with a 
long-time mentor and head chef to open 
three restaurants. In Chicago, he found 
his calling – Italian cuisine. Tim fell for its 
simplicity and Italian mantra that food and 
family are the most important things in 
life. At the ripe age of 23, Tim got his first 
crack as Executive Chef at a local Chicago 
restaurant where the focus was on local and 
sustainable food. He worked with organic 
farmers and gained a new appreciation for 
ingredients and cooking, in general. Tim 
now cooks with belief that “Mother Nature 
is the true artist and the chef is merely the 
technician.” 

For those preparing to embark on life after 
high school or starting something new, Tim 
advises you to “be passionate about what 
you want; truly love what you do and it will 
carry you to be the best you can be.” He 
also considers networking and learning all 
you can from those around you. Speaking 
from experience, he readily asserts that we 
can all “learn from others’ failures as much 
as their successes.” For those specifically 
interested in the culinary industry, Tim 
warns that it’s high stress, long hours and 
low pay. But, “if you work hard and are 
passionate about your goals, you can go far.” 

Tim is the son of MISD Operations Director, 
Ken Cook and is the Executive Chef of 
Linn Street Café in Iowa City. “Feel free 
to connect with me if you have questions 
about the culinary industry. Go Indians!”
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Class Reunions

Marion High School Class of 1985
30th year reunion was held summer 2015

Marion High School Class of 1990
25th year reunion was held in summer 2015

Marion High School Class of 1950
65th year reunion was held in September 2015

Where Are They Now?
Morgan “Mo” Paige

(MHS 2010) Morgan 
Paige joined the Iowa 
State women’s basketball 
program in August of 2015 
as a graduate assistant 
for recruiting and player 
development. She assists 

the program in all facets of video editing, 
community relations, player development 
and recruiting. Paige was a four-year letter 
winner and starter for the Wisconsin Badger 
women’s basketball team. She was a third-
team All-Big Ten selection by the league 
coaches and media in 2013. She became the 
23rd Badger to reach 1,000 career points in 
her senior season and ranks 18th in school 
history with 1,230 career points. She also 
ranks third all-time in free-throw percentage 
(.821), fifth in 3-point attempts (528), 
eighth in free throws made (326) and tied 
for 10th in 3-pointers made (144). Paige 
also spent a year playing professionally in 
Romania after graduating from Wisconsin. 
She played for CSM Craiova in Craiova, 
Romania, where she averaged 10.0 points 
and 3.0 assists per game. Paige graduated 
from Wisconsin in 2014 with her major in 
life sciences communication. She is pursuing 
her master’s in higher education with the 
hopes of entering the coaching field.

Here’s what Mo had to say about how 
Marion impacted the person she is today:
I was given the opportunity to participate in 
several different extra-curricular activities 
while being molded by a teaching core 
that genuinely cares for the benefit of their 
students. Marion provided the foundation 
where I learned that caring for people is just 
as important as the task at hand, and it has 
helped me to be successful in each phase in my 
life. Whether I am continuing my education in 
the classroom, or providing instruction on the 
basketball floor, I take pride in knowing I was 
raised a Marion Indian.

Morgan is the daughter of Ellis and Sherryl 
Paige (MHS English teacher and varsity girls 
track coach.) Her brother, Marcus is a point 
guard for the University of North Carolina.

The Wall is Filling Up!
The Marion Foundation had 14 new bricks 
engraved this past summer. Choose a 
brick now to be engraved in 2016! This 
is a great way to honor loved ones or 
mark accomplishments. Red bricks can be 
engraved for just $300 and gold bricks for 
just $1,000. Call the Foundation office for 
more information or fill out the form on our 
website www.marion-foundation.org.

Shop AmazonSmile
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your 

eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the 
charitable organization of your choice.  

Support the Marion Foundation by shopping at 
smile.amazon.com.  



MISD School Board
September elections introduced two new members 
to the school board: Brent VanWey and Jill Hansen. 
Members David Law and Dennis Trout were also 
reelected at the polls. Returning members are Bill 
Huntoon, Alan Tribble and Shari Funck.

A 1993 MHS alum, VanWey is “very excited to be 
elected to the 2015-2019 MISD School Board.” 
He and his wife Christie have three children in 
the District. VanWey is looking forward to seeing everyone at board meetings future; to 
“help shape the future of MISD.”

MISD parents, Jill Hansen and her husband, Gary, have three children and have lived 
in Marion for over 15 years. Jill “looks forward to serving the children and families of 
Marion and working closely with the administration and faculty to give the children of 
MISD the best possible education to prepare them for their future.”

Pins Named 
New Educator 
of the Year
MHS Family and 
Consumer Science 
teacher, Kayla Pins 
was named the Iowa 
Family and Consumer 

Sciences (FCS) Educators New Educator 
of the Year. It is an award given to FCS 
teachers who have taught for at least three 
years and not more than five. Pins was 
nominated because of her blog (KaylaPins.
com) where she shares her curriculum and 
class outlines with other FCS teachers. She 
is active in networking with other FCS 
teachers on social media, and has presented 
on how to implement technology in FCS 
classrooms at the state conference. Kayla 
Pins is also the FCS teacher leader for the 
Grant Wood AEA Perkins consortium.

Emerson JK students burning off some energy in 
the fitness room!
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MHS Athletic Hall of Fame 
Inducts New Members

Honored during the homecoming football 
game on October 2, 2015 were: Ben 
Messerli (2006), Dennis Oliphant (1970), 
Greg Morris (1970), Jacqueline Kane 
(2008), Todd Tharp (1984), Tom Zrudsky 
(1967), Jim Roth (1977), and Jerry & 
Suzanne Wikert.

Visti www.marion-foundation.org/mhs-
athletic-halloffame to read biographies of 
all hall of fame members.

MHSAP Fall Events 
MUSICAL
MHSAP Middle and High School students 
will present the musical “Cinderella” at the 
Marion High School auditorium for only 
$2/person. For more information, contact 
Connie Ostroot at (319) 373-9209. 

Show-times are:
Thursday, November 19 at 7 p.m. 
Friday, November 20 at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, November 21 at 2 p.m.

STEM Event
Friday, October 23

For more info or to register, 
contact canderson@marion-isd.org  or
(319) 373-9209

Marion Athletic Booster Club – 
Drive 4UR School
The Marion Athletic Booster Club recently 
raised $6,000 (the maximum allowable) 
through the Zimmerman Ford (and Ford 
Motor Company) Drive 4UR School 
fundraiser on August 22. 

With a mission to “recognize, celebrate, 
and supplement MISD middle and high 
school athletics through volunteerism 
and financial support,” the MABC offers a 
variety of membership packages. Meetings 
are held on the 2nd Wednesday of 
each month in the MISD board room 
at 7 p.m. For additional information, 
contact President, Dana Smith at 319-
560-4815 or sdan144@msn.com or 
Membership Chair, Kelly Kray at 319-
533-7137 or mikellykray@q.com. Follow 
them on Twitter @MarionBooster and 
“like” their Facebook Page – Marion 
Athletic Booster Club.

LEGO LEAGUE 
has returned 
to Marion with 
30 Vernon 
Middle School students participating on 
three teams. Robotics kits, supplies, and 
registration were funded through a Marion 
Foundation grant. Emily Logan is the lead 
coach with Chris Martin as her assistant.

FIRST TECH CHALLENGE is in its fourth year 
with 26 Marion High School students 
participating on two teams. Marion 
will host one of the 24-team League 
Championships on Saturday, January 23 at 
Marion High School. Chris Martin is the 
lead coach of these teams.

(left) Members of Marion Team #5913 “Drop It Like Its Bot” 
prototyping parts for their robot.

(above) Themes for this year’s competitions: Lego League 
“Trash Trek” and First Tech Challenge “First Res-Q.”  
Learn more about the challenges at www.usfirst.org.



College for Kids Participants
The Grant Wood AEA College for Kids 
summer program offers courses in 
a college setting to eligible students 
who have completed 6th, 7th or 8th 
grade. Students can select advanced or 
specialized curricula, or explore a topic of 
interest not typically available in middle 
school general education. Students from 
Vernon Middle School received a $50 
scholarship from the Marion Independent 
School Foundation to offset the cost 
of the program. Summer 2015 Marion 
participants were:
Erik Erik  Josephine Hancox
Mathilda Lehman Teegon Slaughter 
David Reisner Brayden Bettenga 
Halen Kellerhals Kyle Mehlberger
Jasmine Pizano Lillian Wasek 
Tyler Fiala Carmella Hernandez 
Grace Hinrichs Emilie Smith-Mees
Trinity Zika Sierra Cochran
Drew Dooley Paloma Garcia Rabanal
Sara Griest Austin Griest 
Ian Reimers Lauren Kuethe 
Seth Olsen Sam Schlitter 
Maxwell Ellis

MHS Cross Country Helps 
Mark the Course Pink!
Marion High School cross country members posed 
for a photo as they prepared to tie pink ribbons 
around trees along the Especially for You Race 
route in Cedar Rapids. Both boys and girls are 
ranked in 3A competition this fall. The team is 
coached by Jason Dabroski and Terri Keeney.

The Marion High School 
Choir Director, Jonathan 
Dyrland, pauses for 
a “selfie” with the 
166-member Concert 
Chorale on the second day 
of school. The choir will 
perform their first concert 
on Monday, October 19th 
at 7 p.m. in the Red Gym.
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Mark Calendars for  
High School Fall Play!
Marion High School students will present  
“Just Another High School Play”
November 5, 6 & 7 at 7 p.m.
Marion High School Auditorium

Welcome New Marion  
Teachers & Staff
Marion High School
Erin Fishell, Special Education Strategist
Charles Oldenkamp, Instrumental Music
Bryan Telgenhoff, Social Studies
Angie (Peterson) Parenteu, Guidance 

Office Secretary

Vernon Middle School
Jacob Fishell, Special Education, Level 1

Starry Elementary
Eric Ewald, Starry Principal
Cindy Young, Kindergarten Teacher
Kiley Haines, 1st Grade Teacher
Macknezie Hawk, Kindergarten Teacher
Sarah Austin, 1st Grade Teacher
Sara Sievers, Kindergarten Teacher

Emerson Elementary
Nicole Harmer, Emerson Principal (promoted)

Administration
Chris Dyer, Superintendent

Students Start on 25th House!
Who'd have thought a collaboration 
between the Marion and Linn Mar High 
School Buildings Trades classes would last 
for 25 years? Not only has it lasted, it has 
flourished into a beneficial program with 
widespread recognition in and around the 
community. Under the leadership of then 
MHS principal, Larry Twachtmann and 
Community Housing funds made possible 
from Farmers State Bank, the partnership 
launched during the 1991-92 school year.

Community leaders like Mark Morgan 
of Fosters Heating and Air; Mark Barnd 
of Barnd Electric and Jeff Berndt of Best 
Plumbing spend extra time to instruct and 
oversee as students install the mechanical 
systems of the home. 

The first house was a modest 1,200 sq. ft. 
and sold for $89,000. The current market 
warrants an almost 2,700 sq. ft. house at 
a $275,000 price range. Most homes sell 
within months of being listed. Profits from 
the sales are rolled back into an account 
for the next year’s house.

(top) Students install decking on the 25th Building Trades 
house which is located at 1034 Emerald Court. 

(middle) The first house of the program was built during 
the 1991-92 school year.

(bottom) The 2014-15 house located at 905 Raleigh Lane 
featured over 2,600 sq.ft.

New Starry 
staff gather 
over the 
summer to 
prepare their 
classrooms.

Grand Prize Winner 
for the local America Reads 
program was MHSAP 5th grader, 
Henry Kautz (left). Finalists also 
included Ben Louzek and Abigail 
Scott, also MHSAP 5th graders. 
The awards ceremony took 
place at the Cedar Rapids Public 
Library on October 3.
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                      Previous Marion Foundation 

               Drive for Five campaigns 

         have collectively raised more than

$40,000 for our schools. 

The Marion Foundation supports 

students in the areas of literacy, 

special education, STEM, the arts, 

higher education, athletics and 

projects like One Day in May and 

College for Kids! 

Thank You for Supporting

Marion Students! 5DRIVE FOR FIVE

Your $5 Will Make a Di�erence in Our Schools!

Mail your $5 check (or more) 

made payable to MISD Foundation, 

777 S. 15th St., Marion 

by December 31.

You may also drop off your donation 

at any of the school offices.

DRIVE FOR FIVE

If each household that receives this newsletter (alumni, current student families and district 
community members) contributed just $5 each, we would collect more than $50,000 to 
enhance education at Marion Schools! Thanks in advance for your contributions!

Staff at Francis Marion Intermediate School participated in Blue Shirt Day, Wold 
Day of Bullying Prevention on October 5. The annual Blue Shirt Day initiative 
brings awareness and educates kids, teens, parents and schools about the issues 
of bullying, cyberbullying, and other abuses. For additional information about this 
initiative, visit www.stompoutbullying.org.

Marion Idependent School District staff, alumni, and current students team up for the 
Mercy Medical Center Especially For You Race Against Breast Cancer 5K run/walk on 
October 4 in Cedar Rapids. The event supports free mammograms and other breast-
care services to area individuals in need.

WOW!


