
Kriegel Named Central Office Administrator of the Year

Update on Construction Projects
The Marion Independent 
School District broke 
ground on Tuesday, 
March 8 for two 
construction projects 
on district property. 
The event began with 
student representatives 
and friends of the district 

(including Big Red) retrieving soil from Thomas Park Field. 
Participants then proceeded to Marion High School where they 
were greeted by an enthusiastic crowd of students lining the 
sidewalk outside of the building. After speeches by staff and 
friends at the location of the future athletics complex, student 
representatives broke ground and shoveled dirt from Thomas 
Park onto the new field. It was a beautiful way to bring part of the 
old field to the new location.

Later that day Francis Marion Intermediate School held a similar 
groundbreaking event to kick off renovations at the elementary 

school. Student representatives wearing hard hats helped to dig 
dirt where the construction project will be held.

These construction projects, the creation of a new elementary 
school at Thomas Park, and a new high school auditorium are 
made possible by a $31 million bond. The measure passed March 
2, 2021, with 84.6 percent of the vote – 1,312 in favor and 238 
opposed. The measure needed 60 percent support to pass.

“I cannot begin to express to you the significance and brilliance 
of this moment,” Marion High Principal Greg Semler said in an 
email to staff. “Our current students are allowed front row seats to 
one of the most significant changes this district has ever been a 
part of; this parade is the beginning of tangible action – fulfilling 
the hopes and vision of so many in moving our students into an 
environment appropriate and consummate to the level we value 
our children.”

To learn more and stay updated with construction progress visit 
marion-isd.org/page/bondvote2021.

Congratulations to our very own Assistant 
Superintendent, Gretchen Kriegel! 
Gretchen has been awarded 2022 Central 
Office Administrator of the Year by the 
School Administrators of Iowa.

Kriegel has been in her current role 
for three years. She was nominated for 
the award by District Behavioral Coach 
Tyler Denton who shared, “Gretchen 
joined the Marion Independent School 
District in 2019. Immediately, I was 
able to recognize the value of her 

contributions to the district through her passion for education 
and willingness to support and exemplify the core values of 
MISD. Upon accepting my current position of District Behavior 
Coach in 2020, I was uncertain how to traverse the upcoming 
school year. My hesitations were always met with enthusiasm 

and encouragement to be okay making mistakes and embrace 
lifelong learning. When circumstances get rough, you can count 
on Gretchen to be by your side and see you to the finish!”

In a letter of support for her nomination Erin Steffen, former 
Marion School Foundation Executive Director shared, “the joy and 
laughter she brings has lifted the entire morale of the district’s 
leadership team over the past two years. Despite the challenges 
that have come with our community’s recovery from the Derecho 
and the impacts of the pandemic, when you would expect staff 
morale to be at its lowest, her leadership has been unwavering 
and her ability to build trust and confidence in those around her 
is second to none.”

A committee of Iowa central office administrators selected 
Kriegel, and she will be recognized at the association’s Annual 
Conference in August. Congratulations Gretchen, you are an asset 
to the Marion Independent School District!
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Nicole Kirpes 
joined the Marion 
Independent School 
Foundation & Alumni 
Association team 
in August 2021 
as Administrative 
Assistant. She grew 
up in West  
Des Moines, Iowa,  

and graduated in 2012 from the University of 
Northern Iowa with degrees in elementary 
and middle level education. She likes 
working in a role directly supporting 
students, teachers, and education. Nicole 
is a proud dog-mom to a playful Pomsky 
pup. She loves spending time with 
family, traveling, and exploring the outdoors. 

Erin Steffen left her role 
as Executive Director with 
the Marion Independent 
School Foundation & 
Alumni Association in 
May after nearly six years. 
Although we are sad to 
see Erin go, we are happy 

she has the opportunity to spend more time 
with her young family. Erin has been integral 
to the success of the Foundation. Her co-
workers and the Board of Directors will miss 
her extensive knowledge of the students, 
staff, and volunteers who make this district 
outstanding. During her tenure, Erin has 
helped programs grow and has expanded 
the Foundation’s reach in supporting 
students and staff. Join us in congratulating 
Erin on her new journey.
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Welcome Nicole! Thank You Erin!

Supporting education 
for the benefit of Marion 
Independent School District 
students, schools and the 
greater community.

In an effort to strengthen connections 
between Marion Independent School District 
alumni and the Marion School Foundation, 
Alumni Relations Director Elisabeth Kissling 
has organized the creation of an Alumni 
Engagement Committee. The group’s 
mission is “to lead alumni in fostering 
strong connections with each other and 
to engage them in ways to support the 
Marion Independent School District through 
the Marion School Foundation.” Current 
members include Doreen Zumwalt, Brent 
VanWey, Carolyn Munson, Cynthia Martin, 
and Halle Medland.

A February open house organized by the 
committee featured photos of foreign 

Alumni News

exchange students which originally hung in 
the high school library. A similar March open 
house featured photos from the 1970-1980 
high school wrestling program. 

Upcoming activities will include a trivia night 
at Marion Pizza Ranch and opportunities to 
sit with alumni at sporting and performing 
arts events. Please visit our website or 
Facebook page for more information on 
events. If you are interested in becoming 
involved with our committee or have activity 
suggestions, connect Elisabeth at (319) 377-
4691 x1106 or ekissling@marion-isd.org.

Class Reunions 
If you graduated in a class year ending in 2 or 
7, your class is due for a reunion! Our Alumni 
Relations Director is here to assist you by 
providing class contact information, details 
on hosting events virtually or in person, and 
creating graphics to share on your class social 
media page. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
had an impact on the logistics of planning a 
class reunion event. Because this is an ever 
changing situation, please visit our website 
at Marion-Foundation.org/class-reunions 
for a list of the most updated information 
related to class reunions.

Help Us Stay Connected – Update Your Email!
Printing and mailing this newsletter can be 
expensive! Foundation E-newsletters may be 
a more cost effective solution in the future – 
plus you’ll get more timely updates! 

Please consider updating your email 
address with our office. Simply use the 
“Update Your Info” form on our website, 
marion-foundation.org/alumni.



Marion High School hosted its first foreign exchange students 
through American Field Service (AFS). This organization began 
as a volunteer ambulance corps at the beginning of WWII, then 
evolved into an international youth 
exchange program after the war.

Beginning in 1955, Marion has hosted 
more than 100 students from a variety of 
countries including Netherlands, Ecuador, 
Switzerland, Russia, Iceland, Ukraine and 
Hong Kong.

Maria (Landgraf ) Diener of Boppard, 
Germany, was the first foreign exchange 
student to attend Marion High School. Maria was sponsored by 
the local Kiwanis and hosted by Lloyd Homes and his family.

Sharon “Sherry” (Wilkinson) Murray, class of 1955, became close 
friends with Maria and continues to write and email her to this 
day. Maria and her husband attended their 45-year class reunion 
in September of 2000 and joined the class float in the parade.  

In a phone call our staff had with Sherry she described the fun 
she and her classmates had showing Maria and her husband 
around Marion when they visited for the reunion. Maria also 
attended a Noon Kiwanis Club meeting to reconnect with that 
organization. Sherry described Maria as a smart gal who fit right 
in. Maria brought some excitement to the class of 1955!

Marion High School continues to host foreign exchange students 
and currently have two living with families in the district. One is 
from Pakistan, the other from Slovakia. 

In February, the Alumni Engagement Committee hosted an open 
house at the Foundation office featuring framed photos of former 
Marion High School exchange students. These photos, formerly 
displayed in the high school library, were offered to alumni and 
friends who had connections to the students. It was fun to hear 
stories about the students and their times at Marion High School.

Wrestling Photos Bring 
Classmates Together

On March 22, the 
Alumni Engagement 
Committee held an 
open house in the 
Foundation office 
featuring photos of 
Marion High School 
students who wrestled 
for the school between 
1970 and 1980.  These 
photos had been on 
display outside of the 
wrestling room, but 
were donated to the 
Foundation office. Our 
hope was to return some of the photos to the former wrestlers or their 
families, and to connect with alumni and hear their stories.

Above, classmates Glen McCue, Don Wishniewsky and Doug Peters, MHS 
Class of 1973, reunite at the Marion School Foundation office.

Golf Classic
Marion Foundation

Registration Includes:
• Early access to the driving range
• 18 holes of golf with cart
• Golfer gift bags
• Breakfast, lunch and drink tickets
• Multiple raffles
• Prizes for experienced &  

amateur golfers

Hole Sponsor & Foursome ($650)
Team Registration ($400)
Hole Sponsor ($300)
10 Mulligans Per Foursome ($40)

Check our website for a list of  
our valued sponsors!

TEAM NAME __________________________________________________________

Player #1 ____________________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________  Phone ___________________

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________

Player #2 ____________________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________  Phone ___________________

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________

Player #3 ____________________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________  Phone ___________________

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________

Player #4 ____________________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________  Phone __________________

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________

n				Please add this team to the Senior Flight for ages 62+

n	Credit card payment for $ ___________________

 Name on Card ______________________________

 Card No. _________________________________

 Expiration Date _____________________________

 Security Code (on back of card)____________________

n		Check enclosed, payable to  
Marion School Foundation

n	Send an invoice

n	Unable to attend this year,  
but sending my donation to  
support Marion students!

Exchange Students at Marion

Friday, September 30 Gardner Golf Course
10 a.m. Shotgun

Sign Up Today!
Online at:
marion-foundation.org/golf-classic 
By phone:
(319) 377-4691 x1110
Return form to:
Marion School Foundation
777 South 15th Street
Marion, Iowa 52302
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Annually the Foundation recognizes its Honor Roll of Donors 
based on gifts received during the year. With these donations 
received in 2021, the Foundation can fund projects that support 
students, teachers, alumni and the greater MISD community. 
We thank you for your continued support and for making a 
difference!

$5,000-$9,999
John K. Castle
Farmers State Bank
Giacoletto Foundation
Iowa Giving Crew
Pearson
Rosie & Don Shepard

$2,500-$4,999
John & Denise Barkdoll
Tom & Mari Dougherty
Tana Leaverton
Rathje Construction

$1,000-$2,499
Cornerstone Church
Country Financial
Dupaco RW Hoefer Foundation
Doris French
Iowa Realty Foundation
Linn Animal Hospital
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection
Norma Schmatt
Patty Jo Turner
Christie & Brent VanWey
Joan West

$500-$999
AJ Duggan Inc.
Mark & Julie Barnd
Dr. Janelle Brouwer
David Cahalan
Cedar Rapids Bank & Trust
Phil Cochran
Beth Combs
Country Kitchen
First United Marion Methodist Church
Shelby Folken
Diane Gonzalez
Robert Hampton
Hanna Plumbing & Heating
Hardwood Design
Hills Bank
Jeff & Sam Kost
Jim & Darlene Mollenhauer
Morris & Co.
Murdoch Funeral Home
Network Computer Solutions
Langdon & Nichole Olson
OPN Architects
Adria & Joey Pierce
Bonnie Raasch
Alex Rinehart
Beth Scheer
Steve Shindoll

$250-$499
Darin Andresen
Scott Arebaugh
BankIowa
Dan Barkley
Patricia Beaty

Paul Brauer
Melissa Cahalan
Melissa Cannon
Mike Cira
John Clark-Hansen
Jennifer Clemen
Vern Coates
Coldwell Banker - Hedges Realty
Mike & Krista Dooley
Jonathan Dyrland
Farm Bureau Financial Services
Tonya Fitch
Julie Fuller
Shari Funck
Gerita Glade
Goldfinch Pub & Eatery
Jon Goodvin
Joel Grandon
Greg Grant
Marion & VoAnne Hansen
Nicole Harmer
Jane Hilton
Sarah Hoke
Thomas Howe
Hubbell’s Auto Repair
Wayne Huebener
Aaron Jarr
Jay Kacena
David & Barb Kalkwarf
Marybeth Kantner
Rodger Keleher
Steve Kleiman
Vic & Pat Klopfenstein
August Kray
Gretchen Kriegel
Alyssa Kupka
Sara Lange
Cale Loewen
Ben Lohr
Joan Long
Michael Manderscheid
Justin Marlin
Cynthia Martin
Robert McComas
Amy McConnell
Thomas McDougall
Diane Messer
Dave & Jill Messerli
MidAmerican Energy
Erik Miles

Brenda Caraway
Class of 1954
Crawford Company
Cutting Edge Graphics
DDM Irrigation
ESCO Group
First Presbyterian Church
The Freeze
Michael Glavan
Heritage Bank
Hames Manufactured Homes
Robert Hart
Jimmy John’s
David Kummer
Kwik Star
John Linge
Marion Christian Church
McGrath Family of Dealerships
Dario McHaney
Laura McLeran
Deb Menken
Amy Moenk
Mark & Sheryl Morgan
Robin Odean
Quinn Equipment
Riverside Technologies Inc
ServiceMaster by Rice
Sheets Forrest Draper Insurance
Short’s Burger & Shine
Skogman Realty
Corey & Jessica Ulferts
Greg & Pam Van Gorp
Laura Vint
Kathryn Walsh
Dawn Young
Doreen & Jack Zumwalt

$100-$249
Shane Amundson
Bill & Jessica Bagg
Tom Barnes
Allison Beckner

Brian Miller
Kelly Mulford
Mike & Peggy Murphy
Bill Nash
John & Louise Nieland
Jennifer O’Brien
Jill Olsen
Brad Perkins
Frana Potter
Ron Prescott
Brady Quinn
Alan & Tracy Read
Edward Reed
Jennifer Ringwald
Stephanie Roberts
Bertha Rodriguez
Lori Rogers
Rotary Club of Marion-East Cedar Rapids
Jade Rowell
James Sauer
Dennis Schmuecker
Matt Schnieders
Erick Schroyer
Carl & Dawn Schuettpelz
Alan Selene
Carissa Slabaugh
Jeri Smith
Richard Solar
Erin & James Steffen
Larry Twachtmann
John Van Gorp
Mary Ellen Vernon
Brian Voss
Chad Vozenilek
Doug Walker
Jaclyn Wang
Stephen Webber
Fred Weber
Patty Webster
Greg Weiss
Tim Wilkey
Michelle Wilson
Nancy Wittstruck
Diana & Tom Zrudsky

In-Kind Over $250
Ascension Lutheran Church
Carlos O’Kelly’s
Casey’s General Stores
Cedar Rapids Country Club
Fareway
Kwik Star
The Lisa Libraries
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection
Quinn Equipment
Raining Rose
YMCA Cedar Rapids
Zio Johno’s

2021 Foundation Honor Roll of Donors

In spite of our best efforts, errors and omissions 
may occur. Please contact the Foundation 
office regarding any inaccuracies.

The Foundation’s Wall of Support, 
located in the district’s administration 
wing, pays tribute with more than 
600 memorials, honorariums and 
achievement highlights.
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On May 11, the Marion School Foundation 
awarded 32 scholarships worth more 
than $45,000 to graduating Marion 
seniors. We give special thanks to those 
whose generous donations make these 
scholarship awards possible.

A reception was held after the event 
thanks to support from GreenState 
Credit Union and Marion Wal-Mart. 
Marion Foundation representatives 
included President Greg Van Gorp, former 
Executive Director Erin Steffen, Alumni 
Relations Director Elisabeth Kissling, 
Administrative Assistant Nicole Kirpes, 
and board member Bonnie Raasch who 
also presented the awards as Scholarship 
Committee Chair.

Darrell & Dorothy (Merritt) Fisher Scholarship
Shelby Swick
Rhea Lord
Emily Meth

Dr. Robert L. Thurness Memorial Scholarship
Sadie Valentine Struchen

Duane Ockenfels Memorial Scholarship
Matthew A. Johnson

James & Teresa Conklin Soccer Scholarship
Anna Tuuri

Jason White Memorial Scholarship
Emily Swick

Jeff Rehnstrom Memorial Scholarship
Boede Rahe

John Schlotterback Memorial Business Scholarship
Alyssa Marie Janssen

Justin Turner Memorial Scholarship
Bonnie Kesler
Andrew Golimowski
Autumn Poston

Kelly Grishaber Memorial Scholarship
Molly Dunne

Lowell Morgan Service & Character Scholarship
Blake C. Roling

Marion Firefighters Association Scholarship
Molly S. Schlitter

Marion Foundation Hall of Fame Scholarship
Ethan Karminski
Haley Slaymaker
Peyton Steffen

Michael McGrew Memorial Scholarship
Katelyn Williams 

Michelle Fluckiger Niles Memorial Scholarship
Madison Prier

Morris F. Neighbor Memorial Scholarship
Elise Mehaffy

Ratliff-Ames Memorial Scholarship
Autumn Poston
Katie Paulson
Jacob Wilkinson
Shane Erb

Rebecca Paulson Memorial Scholarship
Keenan Richard Diers

Ruth Henderson Memorial Scholarship
Nathaniel Golay

Todd Little Memorial Scholarship
Emily R. Meth

Veda Pollock Moore Scholarship
Hannah Cochran
Sydney Burlage 

West Family Scholarships
Ani N. Stevens
Grace E. Richards

Foundation Scholarship Recipients 2022 MISD Leader Awards
MISD Leader Awards are given annually 
by the Foundation to recognize District 
staff who go above and beyond for their 
students, colleagues, and the community.  
Staff are nominated and voted for by their 
peers to receive this award.

Sonya Flatland served 
as Supervising Teacher/
HS Coordinator at Marion 
Home School Assistance 
Program. (She retired 
in May at the end of 
the school year.) In her 

nomination a colleague shared, “Sonya did 
so much for MHSAP over the years. She 
always did such a great job on the plays 
that we give. She set up our whole high 
school program and assisted students 
taking classes at MHS and Kirkwood.”  In an 
email after receiving the recognition, she 
shared with our staff, “I could not imagine 
working anywhere else other than for the 
Marion district. It is truly the best district 
and also the home school is an amazing 
program…I have truly been blessed.”

Sherryl Paige holds many 
titles including Language 
Arts Teacher, Head Girls 
Track Coach, Assistant 8th 
Grade Volleyball Coach and 
Assistant 7th Grade Girls 
Basketball Coach. A portion 

of her nomination read, “She has devoted 
her entire career to being a great role 
model for young women and men. She is 
a coach, advocate, mentor, professor, as 
well as an exceptional coworker.” Sherryl’s 
recognition was announced over the 
intercom, then students and staff lined the 
halls to give high-fives and cheers as she 
made her way through the high school.

Rebecca VonBehren is the 
Reading Strategist at Starry 
Elementary. She received 
nominations from five of 
her peers – “Rebecca not 
only supports our students 
but also our staff. She is 

always well prepared and organized for 
our meetings to present the data and 
assist us in any way possible. She truly 
wants to make a difference. Rebecca’s 
organizational approach to leadership 
encourages and supports teachers in 
delivering optimal reading instruction.” 
Rebecca’s was recognized at an all-school 
assembly at Starry Elementary. 



Superintendent’s Report
Over the past several weeks I have been 
asked how I feel about the 2021-2022 school 
year ‘winding down’. Although there is an 
upcoming summer break, there are so many 
amazing things happening at MISD. We are 
not really ‘winding down’. Spring is one of the 
busiest times of the academic year, featuring 

our students in so many ways! Certainly not all inclusive, but 
a few examples include: drama performances, vocal and band 
concerts across grade levels, Green Bandana presentations, 
class field trips and field days, school carnivals and family 
fun nights, honors/scholarship awards, school recognition 
ceremonies, FASTWORKS picnic, National Honor Society 
induction, soccer, golf, track, tennis, baseball, softball, year-end 
assessments, planning and registration for summer school, 
visits for students transitioning to a new school building, 
registration for the 2022-23 school year, graduation ceremonies 
for MHS (154 graduates) and MHSAP (86 graduates), and the list 
goes on. There are very few spring evenings that do not offer 
at least 1 school event to enjoy! At MISD, students are actively 
involved in and out of the classroom, representing MISD well 
with so many successes!  

MISD is also under construction. The Marion High School 
HVAC project is underway and will continue in stages over the 
upcoming year. We anticipate most MHS classrooms will begin 
the 2022-23 school year with functioning air conditioning! 
This project is funded through a combination of district 
maintenance funds, ESSER III funds, and General Obligation 
(GO) Bonds. Also as a part of the March 2021 GO bond, and 
after some delays for minor redesign and rebid, the Marion 
Stadium, at the Les Hipple Complex, is moving forward 
and will continue to completion in late fall of 2022. We had 
anticipated needing to use alternate locations for fall activities 
at area schools, however, we will instead be using the Thomas 
Park Field for one final season until the new Marion Stadium 
is completed. Renovations are beginning to take shape for 
Francis Marion Intermediate. This project is beginning with 
construction of a new wing of classrooms anticipated for 
completion at the end of the 2022 calendar year. That will 
be followed by the second project phase which includes: 
relocation of several classrooms into the new wing, demolition 
of the oldest section of the building, and construction of a new 
secure entrance and office area, parking lot, and improved 
site circulation, with completion by August of 2023. The new 
Parkview Elementary is planned to be rebid in December 2022, 
but this timeline remains dependent on the construction 
market as we continue to monitor supply chain, labor force, 
and materials cost impacts. Lastly, the design phase for the 
new Auditorium is beginning, and we anticipate being ready 
to bid the project early in the 2023 calendar year. Similar to the 
Parkview Elementary project, this timeline remains dependent 
on the construction market.

The MISD family is thriving. Thank you for your partnership in 
the district’s efforts!

Yours in Education,
Janelle Brouwer
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Marion Grants Awarded
The Foundation is proud to continue the Marion Grant 
program, providing funding to MISD teachers, staff, and 
coaches. The grants have been a cornerstone of the 
Foundation since 2000 and are made possible by generous 
donations received throughout the year from both individuals 
and businesses. The projects listed were presented to a 
committee and approved for the 2021-22 school year.

Starry students show the new books they received in January 2022. Teachers 
help the students select books to match their interests and reading level.

The Joy of Reading
Rebecca VonBehren, Kim DeWulf, Marcy Shie, Terri Schmidt 
& Renee Meth - Starry Elementary, Longfellow Elementary & 
Francis Marion Intermediate
Partnering with Title 1 reading teachers to provide a new 
book to students every month to grow their at-home libraries 
and foster a love for reading. The first year (2021-22) all K-2 
students received monthly books, the second year (2022-23) of 
this grant will expand the book giveaway to all K-4 students.

Ukuleles in the Classroom
Erin Bunge - Francis Marion Intermediate
Set of 25 ukuleles with method books for the music classroom 
allowing 3rd and 4th graders to learn the basics of ukulele.

Choir iPad Upgrade
Kari Scherbring - Vernon Middle School
A new iPad Pro with protective cover and Apple pen to use to 
support instruction for choir, show choir, and the musical.

Piano Keyboard Project
Olivia Freesmeier - Vernon Middle School 
Seven keyboards and accessories for 5th and 6th grade 
general music classroom. Student each have their own piano 
in class improving the effectiveness of the piano curriculum.

Saxophone Inventory Improvements
Michelle Waymire & Jennifer Adams - Vernon Middle School
New tenor and baritone saxophones for the middle school 
band program. 

Mini-DBQ Project
Jenny Long & Lauren Eastburn - Vernon Middle School
A new DBQ (document based question) binder for each grade 
to supplement the current curriculum based on Iowa Social 
Studies standards and the C3 framework.

(continued)
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(Marion Grants Awarded from page 6)

Practice Room Piano
Jonathan Dyrland - Marion High School
Fifty percent funding for a new Yamaha Clavinova electric piano 
for the choir practice room.

Special Education Furniture Improvements
MacKenzie Schroeder & Hilary Hansen - Marion High School
New functional furniture such as flexible seating options, 
whiteboard tables and standing desks.

AMPED: Algebra in Manufacturing, Processes,  
Engineering & Design
Roxanne Paulsen & Pete Messerli - Marion High School
A commercial-level heat press and engraver to use in the new 
AMPED track. The new curriculum brings math, business and 
industrial tech courses together for real-life applications.

In Pursuit of Better
Kyle VonBehren - Marion High School
Six iPads with casing and docking stations for the weight room to 
use with strength and conditioning and P.E. programs.

Yearbook Cameras
Nadine Bellinger - Vernon Middle School
Two new cameras and accessories for students to capture photos 
for the yearbook. 

Preschool Group Time Carpets
Jenni Ringwald, Natalie Kocour, Ann Wilson, Jessica Bagg & 
Amanda Heim - Longfellow Elementary
A new rug and ‘carpet spots’ for each of the five preschool 
classrooms to assist with classroom management.

The Marion Independent School District 
has done an excellent job of preserving its 
history. The Marion Alumni Association, 
established in 1879, was the first 
registered high school alumni association 
in the state of Iowa. This source for 
historical information also provides a 
way for alumni to stay connected. The 
database maintained by the association 
includes records of graduates dating back 
to the District’s first class in 1872.

In 2021, the Marion Foundation received 
grants from the Linn County Historic 
Preservation Grant Program and the State 
Historical Society of Iowa. The goal was 
to preserve and share school yearbooks 
dating from 1918 to present, and class 
composite photos from 1893 to 1924. 
The project ensures that the scanned 
materials will be saved digitally forever. It 
also means the items will be available for 
searching and viewing on our website at 
marion-foundation.org. This will make 
it easy for alumni, friends, and family to 
easily search for photos and information 
about past students and staff.

In addition, Marion High School maintains 
a database of recognized student athlete 
and performing artist achievements. This 
is available both at an in-person kiosk in 
the school commons area and online.

The kiosk replaces the large portraits 
which once were displayed on the 
cafeteria walls. Eventually there was no 
more available wall space for the photos. 
Converting to the virtual display allowed 
the school to expand the list of student 
honorees to those who graduated before 
2000, even all the way back to early days 
of Marion High School. 

Preserving and Sharing Marion School History

Researching these earlier students and 
what they had accomplished required 
a tremendous amount of research. The 
driving force behind the project is Mike 
Manderscheid, MHS Activities Director. 
Mike was assisted by Steve Roth (MHS 
1974), author of the Marion High School 
boys’ basketball history project. His work 
includes more than 6,500 pages of material 
covering all seasons and every MHS varsity 
boys’ basketball game since 1907.

Roth says, “Several people have told me 
they know of no other high school that 
has such a comprehensive history on 
any sport as that offered by the MHS 
basketball history. And, I am equally 

certain when I say that I know of no other 
high school that has as complete and 
comprehensive athletic history as that 
presented in the various categories on 
the MHS kiosk/website. And the amount 
of material will grow in the future, as 
academics and the performing arts are 
covered in greater detail.” 

The sports section of the kiosk/website 
includes photographs and biographical 
sketches of all members inducted into 
the MHS Athletic Hall of Fame since that 
award was established in 2001; a Wall of 
Fame section citing over 500 student-
athletes who won all-state honors in team 
sports or who medaled in state meets 
in individual sports dating back to 1907; 
material on teams and individuals who 
have won state championships; and a 
section containing record books for the 
various sports offered at MHS.

The performing arts section of the kiosk/
website includes Performing Arts Hall of 
Fame recipients, which was established 
in 2009, along with photographs and 
biographical sketches. The Wall of Fame 
section is currently adding student-
performers who achieved all-state honors 
in band, choir, and speech. A section 
dedicated to MHS students who have 
achieved academic awards is in the early 
stages of development.

Access the physical kiosk in the commons 
area of Marion High School or online at 
marionwolves.touchpros.com.  
To nominate a Hall of Fame athlete or 
performer, visit the Marion Foundation 
website at marion-foundation.org/mhs-
hall-of-fame.

The Marion High School kiosk has a searchable 
database recognizing student achievements.
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Is your name and address correct? Does this MHS alum no longer live  
at this address? Please let us know by submitting your updates at  
www.Marion-Foundation.org/Update-Your-Info or calling 319-377-4691 x1106.

Green Bandana Project
Green Bandana Project is a 
suicide prevention program 
in its fourth year at Marion 
High School and second year 
at Vernon Middle School. 
Participating students 
are trained by local crisis 
prevention experts to support peers who have mental health 
struggles. Once students pass the training they are provided with 
a green bandana to wear on their backpack so students in crisis 
know who they can trust to connect with for help. Staff at Marion 
High School are also trained to help and display a green bandana 
in their room to identify themselves as a program participant. 
Green Bandana Project currently has 26 participating students at 
Vernon Middle School and 86 students at Marion High School.

In September 2021, MHS juniors Aubrey Backous and Leah 
Fruehling worked with Marion School Foundation staff to write a 
funded grant to HOPEWalk to offer this program at both Vernon 
Middle School and Marion High School. The students did a 
wonderful job expressing their dedication to supporting students 
who are going through a tough time.

In April, MHS Green Bandana students hosted a showing of the 
documentary film “My Ascension”. They also designed shirts and 
mentored Green Bandana students at Vernon Middle School.
Vernon MS students created classroom presentations and posters 
featuring coping strategies for stress and anxiety.

Thanks for Your Support!
__________________________________________________   ___________
Name MHS Grad Year

_______________________________________________________________
Company/Organization

_______________________________________________________________
Address

_______________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip

_______________________________________________________________
Phone

_______________________________________________________________
Email

_____________________________________  ___________   ___________
Credit Card Number Expiration Security Code

Enclosed is my donation to the Marion Foundation:
n General Donation
n Marion Grants
n Scholarships
n Start School Right
n In Honor/Memory of ___________________________________
n Other (list school, program, etc.)_______________________________

Total contribution $_____________________ Thank You!

n My employer _________________________________________  
offers a matching gift program

n Please contact me about planned giving

Marion School Foundation, 777 S. 15th Street, Marion, IA 52302
(319) 377-4691 x1110 or marionfoundation@marion-isd.org

Start School Right helps provide 
families with items their students 
need to have a successful 
school year. This includes school 
supplies, clothing, hygiene items, 
tennis shoes, breakfast food 
and more! Community resource 
information is also distributed at 
the event so families can learn 
about year-round support that is 
locally available.

After two years of “virtual” events, 
the 2022 Start School Right will 
be in-person again! Families 
must pre-register their students 

no later than July 4 to allow for items to be appropriately 
matched to requests. In addition to the distribution of items on 
August 11, there will also be a community resource fair, a meal 
provided by Hy-Vee, and dental/vision screenings.

Register your students for clothing, tennis shoes, hygiene items, 
breakfast foods, eyeglasses and/or a haircut voucher at  
bit.ly/StartSchoolRight2022

Backpacks and school supplies are provided by Marion Cares.  
A separate form MUST be completed at bit.ly/Backpacks2022

Start School Right is made possible thanks to the generous gifts 
of time and treasure from our community. If you would like to 
contribute cash, donations, or your time please email our office 
at marionfoundation@marion-isd.org

Thursday, August 11 
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Marion High School


